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Suggested In-Pew Pledging Process Options

Option 1: INCORPORATE PLEDGING INTO THE LITURGY
BEGINNING WITH THE HOMILY  

The COVID-19 Pandemic is an ever-changing 
situation. Please make sure that any option you 
choose to follow meets any current state and 
local laws. The health and safety of all staff and 
parishioners remains a priority. 

Include the following information in your homily. 
✓ Talk about what it means to be a steward in 

God’s Kingdom.
✓ Help your parishioners to see that their respect 

for life and the creatures of this earth, their 
prayers, their efforts to strengthen their faith 
and that of others, the use of their God given 
talents and the contribution of their time and 
money are all ways that stewardship is carried 
out. 

✓ Thank your parishioners for the many 
contributions they have made of prayer, faith, 
their talents, time, money and respect for 
life… to the parish as well as to the Diocese. 

Today, I would especially like to thank all of you who 
participated in the 2018 Fruitful Harvest Campaign 
by volunteering and/or pledging. We (met/did not 
meet) our 2018 pledge goal of $____________ 
(insert your parish’s goal here), and we (met/did 
not meet) our payment goal of 90% of the pledge 
goal. (If your parish earned the 10% rebate, let 
them know that they did, and that the money will 
be used for the work of the parish.) 

It  is  now  time  for  the  Catholic  Ministries  Appeal,  
formerly  known  as  Fruitful  Harvest.  The reason 
for the change is to focus on the many ministries 
that are supported through this appeal and to 
increase the transparency of how the funds raised 
from this appeal are utilized to support the works 
of Christ directly through the diocese, as well as 
through the ministries provided by the diocese 
that support our local parish.  Traditionally  Fruitful  
Harvest  has  followed  a  biennial  schedule  but  
this  new  appeal  will  run  16  months  now  until  
December  2021.  After  that,  future  Catholic  

Ministries  Appeals  will  be  annual  appeal that  
follow the calendar year

You have all received a letter from Bishop Doherty 
asking for your support. Let us take a few minutes 
to view the appeal video and learn more about 
some of the ministries the appeal supports. (SHOW 
VIDEO.) 

(After the video you may want to make one or two 
positive comments about how the ministries shown 
in the video or identifi ed in the brochure/Bishop’s 
letter have impacted your parish, people in the 
community who are in need, the local church, etc.) 

The letter from Bishop Doherty also included a 
pre-printed pledge card and return envelope, and 
I hope many of you have already made your pledge 
and returned your pledge card to the Diocese via 
mail or online.  

I am asking those of you who have not yet made 
that commitment to do so today and help us reach 
our goal. You can send in your pledge using the 
pledge cards you received in the mail, or using the 
ones in the pew. You can also pledge electronically 
on the diocesan website.  

Option A:
• Blank pledge cards have been passed out 

as you entered today, or you will fi nd blank 
pledge cards and envelopes in the pews for 
this purpose, or pledge cards and envelopes 
will now be handed out for this purpose. 

• Explain how to fi ll in the card, starting with full 
name and contact information. Spouse’s name 
when appropriate. (Presider: please fi ll out the 
contact section on your own card and when 
you are done move to the next step.) 

• Now, let us look at the commitment part 
itself. As most of you know, Fruitful Harvest 
was somewhat fl exible in its format. Catholic 
Ministries Appeal is the same in allowing you 
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BEST PRACTICES FOR SUFFESSFUL IN-PEW APPEALS 

• Have a coordinator at the back of the church 
facilitating the passing out of pledge cards 
and the pledge card collection process. 

• Remind parishioners it is important to 
participate. Support is critical to responding 
to and meeting the needs of ministries and 
programs. 

• Remain positive and treat the entire process 
as a celebration. 

• Be prepared! Plan and rehearse this process 
in advance with facilitators and the organist. 

• Thank the parishioners before and after you 
make the request. 
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Our Shared Commitment in Christ’s Work...
to spread your fi nancial commitment through 
December 2021. The fi rst statement would be 
mailed in January 2021, and the last payment 
in December of 2021. Regardless of how you 
want to submit your gift, the total amount of 
your pledge across the full 16 months should be 
written where it says “Total Pledge Amount.” 

• Finally, sign the pledge card and date it. Seal 
the pledge card and any payment into the 
envelope provided. 

• Pastor: Explain when parishioners will turn in 
the envelope.

Choose one option: 
1. Please bring your sealed envelope forward to 

the altar and present it to the Lord by placing 
it in the basket in front of the altar. 

2. Please be prepared to turn in your completed 
pledge in the sealed envelope along with the 
regular collection during Mass today. 

3. Please place your sealed envelope into the 
basket(s) (name the locations) as you leave 
today.  

• Thank you for participating in the Catholic 
Ministries Appeal. Your participation benefi ts 
the staff and parishioners of our parish, as well 
as many across the Diocese, the Holy See and 
many needs here at home and worldwide. 
Giving is the best way we can ensure that we 
are able to meet those needs. 

Option B:
• You can complete your pledge online. 
• On the back of your pledge card you will 

fi nd the various ways to give. There you 
can fi nd the website URL where you can 
go to make an electronic pledge or gift – 
www.dol-in.org/cma. 

Option 2: PLEDGING AT THE END OF MASS 

From the presider’s chair or the ambo. Incorporate 
pledging into the fi nal announcements. 

I take time now to thank all of you who 
participated in the 2018 Fruitful Harvest campaign 
by volunteering and/or pledging. We met/did not 
meet our pledge goal of $____________ (insert 
your parish’s goal here), and we met/did not meet 
our payment goal of 90% of the pledge goal. (If 
your parish earned the 10% rebate, let them know 
that they did, and how the money may be used for 
the work of the parish.)

It  is  now  time  for  the  Catholic  Ministries  Appeal,  
formerly  known  as  Fruitful  Harvest.  The reason 
for the change is to focus on the many ministries 
that are supported through this appeal and to 
increase the transparency of how the funds raised 
from this appeal are utilized to support the works 
of Christ directly through the diocese, as well as 
through the ministries provided by the diocese 
that support our local parish.  Traditionally  Fruitful  
Harvest  has  followed  a  biennial  schedule  but  
this  new  appeal  will  run  16  months  now  until  

December  2021.  After  that,  future  Catholic  
Ministries  Appeals  will  be  annual  appeal that  
follow the calendar year

You have all received a letter from Bishop Doherty 
asking for your support. Let us take a few minutes 
to view the appeal video and learn more about 
some of the ministries the appeal supports.

SHOW VIDEO. (After the video you may want to 
make one or two positive comments about how 
the ministries shown in the video or identifi ed in 
the brochure/Bishop’s letter have impacted your 
parish, people in the community who are in need, 
the local church, etc.) 

Your letter from Bishop Doherty also included a 
pre-printed pledge card and return envelope, and I 
know many of you have already made your pledge 
and mailed your return envelope. I am asking those 
of you who have not yet made that commitment to 
do so today and help us reach our goal. There are 
two options available. 

Option A:
• Blank pledge cards have been passed out 

as you entered today, or you will fi nd blank 
pledge cards and envelopes in the pews for 
this purpose or pledge cards and envelopes 
will now be handed out for this purpose. 
WHICHEVER YOU PREPLANNED. 

• Explain how to fi ll in the card, starting with full 
name and contact information. Spouse’s name 
when appropriate. (Presider: please fi ll out the 
contact section on your own card and when 
you are done move to the next step.) 

• Now, let’s look at the commitment part itself. 
As most of you know, Fruitful Harvest was 
somewhat fl exible in its format – Catholic 
Ministries Appeal is the same in allowing you 
to spread your fi nancial commitment through 
December 2021. The fi rst statement would be 
mailed in January 2021, and the last payment 
in December of 2021. Regardless of how you 
want to submit your gift, the total amount of 
your pledge across the full 16 months should be 
written where it says “Total Pledge Amount.” 

• Finally, sign the pledge card and date it. Seal 
the pledge card and any payment into the 
envelope provided. 

• Pastor: (Explain when parishioners will turn in 
the envelope.) 

Choose one option: 
1. Please bring your sealed envelope forward to 

the altar and present it to the Lord by placing 
it in the basket in front of the altar. 

2. (Ushers) will now pick up the sealed envelopes. 
3. Please place your sealed envelope into the 

basket(s) (name the locations) as you leave 
today. 

• Thank you for participating in the Catholic 
Ministries Appeal. Your participation benefi ts 
the staff and parishioners of our parish, as well 
as many across the Diocese, the Holy See and 
many needs here at home and worldwide. 
Giving is the best way we can ensure that we 
are able to meet those needs. 

Option B:
• You can complete your pledge online. 
• On the back of your pledge card you will 

fi nd the various ways to give. There you 
can fi nd the website URL where you can 
go to make an electronic pledge or gift – 
www.dol-in.org/cma. 

WHERE DO DIOCESAN MINISTRIES BEST TOUCH MY PARISHIONERS?  
Below are examples of the way ministries supported by donations to the Catholic Ministries Appeal may 
be positively impacting your parish. You can fi ll in the blanks with numbers that are appropriate for your 
own parish and use them in your pledging presentation. 

• ____ Faith Formation participation
• ____ Catholic Education enrollment
• ____ Youth Ministry participation
• ____ Young Adults who participated in 

programs geared for them 
• ____ College students on ___campuses who 

want to stay connected to their faith
• ____ Outreach and support to local 

pregnancy centers
• ____ People reached through parish 

catechetical programs including youth 
• ____ Students in ___ schools throughout the 

diocese 

• ____ Seminarians provided fi nancial support 
for educational costs 

• ____ Permanent deacons
• ____ Retired priests who have faithfully 

served the diocese
• ____ Priests serving in our military
• ____ Priests furthering their studies through 

sabbaticals and retreats 
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