
Our Lady of Grace Life Teen 

WORK WELL 12/02/18 
 

OBJECTIVE(S): (1) Motivate students to work hard and with a purpose, (2) Challenge students to think 
about their gifts and how they are using them, (3) Connect our vocations from God with what we 
choose to do with our time and energy 

PRIMERS FOR SMALL GROUP 
5:30pm Sunday Mass (Readings: Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2; Luke 21:25-28, 34-36) 

Praying with the readings of the day in mind can help lead to themes of discussion in your small group. 

Discuss Advent, how you or your family observes this season of waiting in joyful hope, and how students could better 
practice their faith during this time. 

#Work Handout 
Take a few minutes to give students a chance to write answers to these questions. Answers will not be 
shared but you may be asked to draw from your thoughts on these answers for discussion. 

AGENDA 

Large Group Announcements by Julia 
Advent VBS is coming up on December 15th. First, you can be there to be a volunteer with some of the 

coolest Pre-K through 4th graders you’ll ever meet. Second, your parents are invited to a special 

presentation on Making Space for Faith in Advent. 

Seniors, get signed up for Senior Retreat on the double. It’s the best and we need you there. If you’re already 

signed up, get a friend to come, too! 

Introduce the night on the vocation to work. 

Small Group Opening Prayer 
Ritual Prayer Routine 

Opening Question 
What is your dream job? Why? 

Work of the Master Track (optional) 
Watch the TED Talk on the Sistine Chapel (see links at end of night description). It’s 17 minutes, so be 
prepared for a long viewing. 
 
What stood out to you from this video about Michelangelo’s work? What would you say is the most 
impressive work you’ve ever seen? (This could be a work of art, architecture, technology, or writing.) Do you 
think great works like these still affect us today?  
Have you ever worked towards some work you are particularly proud of? (This could be a work of art, 
writing, building, research, or even a relationship.) At the end of your life, what do you hope people will say 
about your work? What kind of work could you see becoming a master of? 



Using Your Talents (optional) 
Have students read the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30) aloud. You could also show a video (see 
links at end of page). 
 
What stood out to you from this parable? What are some of the talents that God has given you? Is it difficult 
to share your talents aloud? Why is that; why do we struggle to speak about our gifts? Do you think you’re 
using the gifts you have from God for good?  

Purpose of Work 
Why do people work? Is there a deeper need to work than simply to make a living? Ideally, what would work 
lead to your for and your loved ones?  
What would you say is your main work right now? (for most, it’s being a student) Are you talented or do you 
work hard at this work? Do you find this work to be fulfilling? If not, what would you rather do? 
 

Called to Work by God 
We are all called to work. When God created the world, He worked, and His work was good. God was satisfied 
with what He accomplished. He then gave Adam and Eve dominion, or the responsibility and ability to care 
for, the Garden of Eden. By this example, we know that God values work and calls us to work. Like God, what 
we do on this earth should be done well and we should experience satisfaction from what we accomplish. 
Genesis 1:1-15, 2:15, 2:1-3 
 
Saint Paul in Ephesians instructs us to work with all our hearts as though we are working for the Lord. “Work 
hard, but not just to please your masters when they are watching. As slaves of Christ, do the will of God with 
all your heart. Work with enthusiasm, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people.” 
Ephesians 6:6, Colossians 3:23 
 
In what way does faith play a role in work? Do you think that God cares about what kind of work you do? 
(God created you with some innate abilities and desires, likely leading you towards a certain genre of work.) 
Do you think it’s okay to have a job that makes you unhappy if it leads to a happy life at home? Do you think 
how much money you make is important to God? Do you think people generally work too little or too much? 
Do you or your family struggle with either of those? Is your job part of your vocation? How will you know if 
you’re doing the job God called you towards? 

Closing Prayer 
Share any homework or things to consider for next meeting. 
Ask student to close in prayer (and assign a student to do so next time). 
Reinforcement of pertinent large group announcements. 

MEDIA 
● TED Talk Video: The unheard story behind the Sistine Chapel 
● YouTube Video: Parable of the Talents 
● YouTube Video: Fr. Mike Schmitz Straightforward Career and Job Advice 

IDEAS 
● Share some of your strategies and thoughts on work. In particular, you could also share about how you came to 

do the work you do? Was this part of your plan or did God have a different plan in mind? 
● Make a list of practical advice for work that you’ve learned and share with students. Perhaps this could include 

the following: Dress to impress; If you’re not early, you’re late; Kill ‘em with kindness; Proofread your work; Rest 

SUPPLIES 
● #Work Handout, Pens 
● Video Display 

https://youtu.be/lQflBowgVB4
https://youtu.be/Havcr-2Kx30
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0ULaU1OC-o

