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Bishops OK

revisions

to charter,

health care

directives

By Catholic News Service

FORT LAUDERDALE,
Fla. (CNS) — New direc-
tives governing health care
partnerships and revisions
to the charter on the protec-
tion of young people were
approved during the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ spring general assem-
bly.

During their June 13-14
meeting, the bishops also
approved what is described
as a “pastoral response” to
Asian and Pacific Island
Catholics and, after a long
discussion, they decided to
supplement their quadren-
nial document on Catholic
participation in public life
with a short letter, a video
and other materials.

The meeting opened with
a statement decrying Attor-
ney General Jeff Sessions’
decision that asylum seekers
fleeing domestic or gang
violence cannot find protec-
tion in the United States.

“At its core, asylum is an
instrument to preserve the
right to life,” the bishops’

(Continued on Page 10)

‘That Man Is You!’

Regional encuentro highlights priorities in Hispanic ministry
By Norma Montenegro
Flynn 
Catholic News Service

SOUTH BEND, Ind.
(CNS) — Nearly 200 His-
panic ministry leaders from
13 dioceses in Illinois, Indi-
ana and Wisconsin gathered
at the University of Notre
Dame for their Region VII
encuentro, held June 8-10.

Bishops participating in
the encuentro included Bish-
op Timothy L. Doherty of
the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Several other representa-
tives of the Lafayette diocese
also attended, including
Dora Tobar and Claudia
Sadowski of the diocesan

Office of Family Life and
Hispanic Ministry.

Among the main issues
participants considered as
priorities for their region
were: evangelization and
leadership development
among youth and young
adults; support and care for
immigrants in the country
without documents; accom-
paniment of families; the
development of intercultural
competencies in parishes;
and the need to grow more
vocations.

“The encuentro has really
brought to light to the
authorities of the Church the
voices of the people. That’s

(Continued on Page 4)

Octaviano
Ulloa of the
Diocese of
Green Bay,
Wis., shares
his group’s
opinions on
the chal-
lenges and
opportunities
for evange-
lization faced
by Hispanics
in the United
States during
the Region
VII encuentro.
(CNS photo/
Jodi Marlin,
Today’s
Catholic)

By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

CARMEL — Men
throughout the Lafayette
diocese are finding their
faith lives enriched
through participation in
That Man Is You!, a pro-
gram that addresses
demands faced in today’s
culture.

“I connected with so
many men, and got to
know several other fathers
with young families like
mine,” said Noah Schafer,
a member of All Saints

Parish, Logansport. “I also
got to know older men
who shared their wisdom
about ... being a father and
husband, along with their
faith struggles. To make
connections with like-
minded men who are com-
mitted to their faith is
important. I lean on those
guys heavily.”

At least six diocesan
parishes are currently
using the program: All
Saints; St. Mary, Anderson;
St. Ambrose, Anderson;
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel,

(Continued on Page 8)

Papal trip another step in quest for unity
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Pope Francis’ one-day pil-
grimage to Geneva will
mark another major ecu-
menical moment in his papa-
cy. 

While he planned to cele-
brate Mass for the nation’s
Catholics and meet with Vat-
ican diplomatic staff work-
ing at U.N. agencies there,
the trip’s major focus was to

highlight the
Catholic Church’s
commitment to seek-
ing Christian unity
and recognizing the
unique contribution
of the World Council
of Churches.

Of the pope’s 22
apostolic trips
abroad, the June 21
pilgrimage was to be his sec-
ond intently focused on ecu-
menism. 

In 2016, he traveled to

Lund, Sweden, for a
joint commemora-
tion with the Luther-
an World Federation
marking the 500th
anniversary of the
Protestant Reforma-
tion begun by Martin
Luther. 

This time, Pope
Francis was to head

to Geneva to celebrate the
70th anniversary of the
founding of the World
Council of Churches. 

The WCC is a fellowship
of 350 member-churches,
representing Protestant com-
munities and most of the
Orthodox churches in the
world. In total, these mem-
ber churches represent 500
million Christians world-
wide, making it the broadest
coalition in the ecumenical
movement.

Much like the U.N. grew
from the desire to avoid war
and divisions through the

(Continued on Page 11)

Pope Francis

‘Powerful’ program deepening faith,

changing lives across the diocese

Larry
Schulz is
a core
team
leader
for the
program
at St.
Eliza-
beth Ann
Seton
Parish in
Carmel.
“It really
engaged
my faith
in a
whole
new
way,” 
he said.
(Photo
by 
Caroline
Mooney)
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1) Isaiah 49:1-6
2) Acts 13:22-26
3) Gospel: Luke 1:57-66,
80

Monday, June 25
1) 2 Kings 17:5-8, 13-15a,
18
2) Gospel: Matthew 7:1-5

Tuesday, June 26
1) 2 Kings 19:9b-11, 14-21,
31-35a, 36
2) Gospel: Matthew 7:6,
12-14

Wednesday, June 27
1) 2 Kings 22:8-13; 23:1-3
2) Gospel: Matthew 7:15-
20

Thursday, June 28
1) 2 Kings 24:8-17
2) Gospel: Matthew 7:21-
29

Friday, June 29
Solemnity of 
Sts. Peter and Paul
1) Acts 12:1-11
2) 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18
3) Gospel: Matthew 16:13-
19

Saturday, June 30
1) Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 
18-19
2) Gospel: Matthew 8:5-17

June 24
The Nativity of

St. John the Baptist
Cycle B Readings:
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Five new members were
elected recently to the
board of directors of the
St. Vincent Kokomo
Foundation: Mike Moore,
of Moore Title & Escrow;
Buffey Hedrick, of Indiana
Heartland Federal Credit
Union; Lindsay Ousley, of
The Wyman Group; Jesse
Carson, of Quality Plumb-
ing & Heating; and Marla
Miller, of Courtyard by
Marriott Kokomo. “I’m
looking forward to work-
ing with each of our newly
elected board members.
Each of them has con-
tributed to our community
in some fashion and has a
unique talent they will
bring to serving out the
mission of the St. Vincent
Kokomo Foundation,”
Todd Moser, director of the
St.Vincent Kokomo Foun-
dation, said in a news
release. The foundation
board also elected its slate
of officers: chairperson,

Amy Pate, of Realtors
Assoc. of Central Indiana;
vice chair, Jeff Young, of
Haynes International; trea-
surer, Bethany Morrow, of
St. Vincent; and past chair-
person, Scot Ortman, of
Kokomo Grain. The board
also acknowledged outgo-
ing board members Larry
Rolland, Linda Ferries and
Doug Weigt for their dedi-
cation and commitment to
the foundation and hospi-
tal. The St. Vincent Koko-
mo Foundation is a sepa-
rately incorporated not-
for-profit organization that
develops resources for St.
Vincent Kokomo.

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

Father Michael McKinley, associate pastor of St.
Alphonsus Liguori Parish, Zionsville, until June 23,
recently
made a
hole-in-
one at
the
Zions-
ville
Golf
Club.
The ace
was the
first that
the
parish’s
60-plus
member
league
has
seen
since its
incep-
tion in
2004.
This is Father McKinley’s second year playing in the
league. With him above are teammates Jack O’Brien,
left, and Terry Spartz, right. (Photo provided)

Notes after the June meeting of bishops

M y work as elected chairman
of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Committee

for the Protection of Children and
Young People has given me an
opportunity to help ourselves
and every diocese. What
makes it engaging are the
experts, advocates and victims
I have talked to during the
past year. Thursday morning
conference calls keep me
involved. The committee’s
day-to-day responsibilities are
done by the four-person staff
of the Secretariat for the Pro-
tection of Children at the
USCCB office in Washington,
D.C. It takes faith and grace to
execute this ministry on a
daily basis. The reader can find
more detail in the 2017 annual report,
just issued, at http://www.usccb.org/
issues-and-action/child-and-youth-
protection/upload/2017-Report.pdf
This 74-page report is a good start to
answering the question, “What has the
Church in our country done about
abuse lately?” And over the past 16
years.

Immigration issues, or rather “peo-
ple,” were central to many private and
public discussions. For the bishops on
our borders, these are more about
helping suffering people than about
crafting advocacy statements. As a dis-
ciple, it is one thing to ask myself
which “side” of an issue I support. It is
another to look at human beings who
will long survive me and ask how I
can help them. 

There are two parts of this immigra-
tion conversation that we should
remember. No bishop that I have

heard publicly or privately has ever
endorsed the idea of an “open border.”
Yet the opposite “fake news” is repeat-
ed in order to take us out of the seri-

ous moral debate about immi-
gration reform and refugee
resettlement. We are respecters
of laws who, like every other
citizen, have a responsibility to
promote updating laws and
regulations as situations
change.

If you read the letters of St.
Paul straight through, you will
discover that he was fighting
false news and rumors in his
day.

A second part has to do
with a reading of history on
our continent. A large percent-
age of people who Midwest-

erners might think to be immigrants or
their descendants are not. They were
in these territories before they were
annexed. 

My grade school and high school
history books taught that American
settlement started in New England
and moved west and south. The facts
point otherwise. Father Allan Figueroa
Deck, SJ, is one of many to remind us
that a Franciscan missionary died on
the plains of Kansas long before the
pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock in
1620. The oldest Christian congrega-
tion in the “lower 48 states” began at
the Catholic parish at Spanish-found-
ed St. Augustine, Florida, in 1565. And
much of the United States’ present
southwest, Texas through California,
was the northern third of Mexico until
the territory was annexed following
the Mexican-American War, 1845-1848.
A part of our continuing story is the

history of the treatment of Native
Americans, which is interwoven
through all of this.

It is hard work to reframe laws and
historical narrative at the same time,
but one requires the other. This came
into clear focus during my taxi ride to
the New Orleans airport on June 5. My
African-American driver was well
informed about why Confederate
monuments, erected in the early 1900s,
were being removed or moved. Those
monuments were intentionally erected
to restate the superiority of one race
over another. Some now rate as a clas-
sic New Orleans Mayor Mitch Lan-
drieu’s 2017 speech about why statues
needed to come down. While we were
talking about changes in the city, my
driver wanted to confirm that I knew
about their new mayor, LaToya
Cantrell, the first woman to lead this
city in its 300 years.

The bishops worked on and learned
about many other issues, ranging from
translations of prayers to evangeliza-
tion strategies to religious freedom.
There was progress on statements
about overcoming racism and about
the contributions of Asian and
Islander Catholic communities in the
United States. 

The last morning always starts with
an early concelebrated Mass, Benedic-
tion, a holy hour with a guided reflec-
tion by one bishop, and an opportuni-
ty to go to confession to priests from
the local area. By the end of these
meetings, if I may speak for myself, I
have a great sense about “what I have
done and what I have failed to do.”
And so the end of the meeting
becomes a graced beginning as I make
my way back to our local Church.

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty
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NOTICE

Gilberto Alejandro Garza
ha solicitado el sacramento
del matrimonio en la Igle-
sia Católica. Si alguien
conoce algún impedimento
o alguna razón por la cual
este matrimonio no
debería celebrarse, por
favor contacte la oficina
del Vicario General de
nuestra diócesis llamando
al (765)269-4602, antes del
6 de Julio del 2018.

Gilberto Alejandro Jimenez
Garza has presented him-
self for marriage in the
Catholic Church. If anyone
knows of any impedi-
ments or any reason why
he should not be married,
please contact the Vicar
General’s Office at 765-
269-4602 by July 6, 2018.

“Rejoice 
and Be Glad”
Order your copy 
of Pope Francis’ 

apostolic exhortation
“Gaudete et Exsultate”/
“Rejoice and Be Glad.” 

Visit the U.S. 
bishops’ Web site:

www.usccb.org.

When disaster strikes ...

you can help!

Often, the greatest need
after disaster strikes at
home or abroad is finan-
cial contributions to relief
efforts. Your donations can
make a world of differ-
ence:

• In the United States,
Catholic Charities USA
provides disaster assis-
tance nationwide. Visit
www.catholiccharitiesusa.
org to learn more.

• Internationally, Catholic
Relief Services responds
to emergencies around the
world. Visit www.crs.org.

Thank you 
for your generosity!

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Thomas M. Poynter, 75, died May 27. He was a
member of St. John Vianney in Fishers.

Joyce Creager, 78, died June 14. She was a member
of St. Charles Borromeo in Peru.

Janet Sieferman, 76, died June 9. She was a mem-
ber of St. Bernard in Crawfordsville.

Patricia D. Loner, 96, died June 10. She was a
member of All Saints in Logansport.

Sven Dorsey, 73, died May 31. He was a member
of St. Joseph in Lebanon.

Franell Pfledderer, 77, died June 2. Elizabeth
“Betty” Norris, 88, died June 11. Both were members
of St. Augustine in Rensselaer.

Doris McFerran, 75, died June 10. She was a mem-
ber of St. Joseph in Elwood.

Patricia Ann Brettnacher, 82, died April 22.
Charles E. Smith, 89, died May 27. Both were mem-
bers of Blessed Sacrament in West Lafayette.

Linda Higgins, 66, died June 12. She was a mem-
ber of St. Maria Goretti in Westfield.

Brian J. Krenzke, 65, died June 1. Richard A.
Hoppe, 79, died June 3. Both were members of St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton in Carmel.

Michael Crooks, 60, died June 8. He was a mem-
ber of Immaculate Conception in Portland.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Diocese welcomes associate superintendent
LAFAYETTE — Andrew

Kremer is the new associate
superintendent of
Catholic schools for
the Lafayette dio-
cese. He will begin
his new position on
July 1.

Kremer has
served as both dean
of students and as
assistant principal of
student services at
St. Theodore Guerin
High School in Noblesville
since 2009.

Prior to his administrative
experience at Guerin

Catholic, he taught
English for six years
at the secondary
level in both public
and Catholic schools
in the Greater Indi-
anapolis area.

His leadership
skills include coach-
ing varsity baseball
and football, leading
crisis prevention

intervention training for
diocesan teachers, and as co-

chair of the program com-
mittee for the Indiana Non-
Public Educators Associa-
tion Conference.

Kremer is a parishioner of
St. Louis de Montfort, Fish-
ers. As part of his service to
the Church, he serves as an
extraordinary minister of
holy Communion, leads
Communion services, volun-
teers at the Cathedral Soup
Kitchen and leads Christian
Awakening retreats.

He, his wife and their two
children live in Fishers.

Andrew
Kremer

Course to focus on parish/faith community nursing
LAFAYETTE — The

Greater Lafayette Parish
Nurse Development Center
will sponsor a course on
parish nursing/faith com-
munity nursing on July 26-
28, Aug. 10-11 and Aug. 24-
25 at Immanuel United
Church of Christ, 1526 S.
18th St., Lafayette. 

Course objectives will
include: define and describe
the roles of the parish
nurse/faith community
nurse; identify the theoreti-
cal frameworks underlying
parish nursing/faith com-
munity nursing for profes-
sional practice; identify
interventions for promoting
physical, emotional and
spiritual health utilizing the
nursing process; discuss the
professional, legal and ethi-
cal issues of concern to the
parish nurse/faith commu-
nity nurse; identify strate-
gies for integrating the

parish nurse/faith commu-
nity nurse into a faith com-
munity; and identify and
implement self-care and
model principles of well-
ness. 

All classes on Thursdays
and Fridays are from 5 p.m.
to 9 p.m.; all classes on Sat-
urdays are from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. An additional eight
hours of self study will be
included.

Attendance is required at
all sessions to receive a pin

and certificate. A ceremony
will be held from 2 p.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 25.

Cost of the program is
$325, with a reduced cost of
$50 for those in Tippecanoe
and surrounding counties
(with approval). 

All course materials and
textbooks will be included;
lunch will be provided for
participants on full days of
classes. 

Initial registration form
and payment must be
received by July 20. A com-
plete registration packet
must be received by July 23. 

Faculty members will
include Jackie Bahler, Susan
Buchanan, Barbara Stras-
berger and Marilyn Bell-Vel-
ten; clergy and other content
experts also will participate. 

For more information,
contact Susan Buchanan at
765-491-4061 or sursxb@
aol.com.
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Fruitful Harvest 2016 monthly report
Parish City Fruitful Harvest Pledged toward       Amount paid toward      % Fruitful Harvest     % Fruitful Harvest

goal Fruitful Harvest Fruitful Harvest pledge paid goal paid
through May 31

St. Mary Alexandria $67,718 $62,364 $50,781 81% 75%
St. Ambrose Anderson $124,686 $113,720      $100,097 88% 80%
St. Mary Anderson $186,040 $166,401         $120,269 72% 65%
St. Francis * Attica $37,432 $33,505 $29,690 89% 79%
Holy Trinity Bryant $41,253 $33,550 $29,039 87% 70%
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel *     Carmel $1,234,408 $1,234,408 $1,234,408 100% 100%
St. Elizabeth Seton Carmel $561,517 $578,623    $538,755 93% 96%
Sacred Heart of Jesus         Cicero $89,220 $129,121   $110,083 85% 123%
St. Joseph Covington $14,264 $12,760 $11,415 89% 80%
St. Bernard * Crawfordsville $95,085 $95,085         $95,085 100% 100%
St. Joseph Delphi $54,414 $77,772 $68,464 88% 126%
St. Cecilia DeMotte $57,466 $69,055 $64,495 93% 112%
St. Mary Dunkirk $12,635 $17,613 $14,728 84% 117%
St. Mary Dunnington $13,896 $8,610 $8,610 100% 62%
St. John Earl Park $16,578 $14,500 $14,500 100% 87%
St. Joseph Elwood $66,177 $54,370 $44,067 81% 67%
Holy Spirit Fishers $659,031 $750,602 $639,446 85% 97%
St. John Vianney * Fishers $102,728 $102,728     $102,728 100% 100%
St. Louis de Montfort Fishers $457,567 $427,053    $376,449 88% 82%
Sacred Heart Fowler $71,759 $63,860 $59,418 93% 83%
St. Francis Francesville $3,712 $6,139 $5,719 93% 154%
St. Mary Frankfort $80,960 $91,043 $78,033 86% 96%
Holy Family Gas City $41,109 $32,155 $27,995 87% 68%
Sts. Peter & Paul Goodland $8,698 $7,828 $7,828 100% 90%
St. John the Evangelist        Hartford City $45,340 $62,858    $44,578 71% 98%
St. Joseph Kentland $33,960 $30,825 $30,825 100% 91%
St. Ann Kewanna $7,271 $6,258 $5,988 96% 82%
St. Joan of Arc * Kokomo $270,128 $270,128     $270,128 100% 100%
St. Patrick * Kokomo $242,304 $242,304        $242,304 100% 100%
Bishop's Office Lafayette $29,123           $28,338 97%
St. Mary Cathedral * Lafayette $307,103 $307,103   $307,103 100% 100%
St. Boniface Lafayette $239,689 $257,920        $213,687 83% 89%
St. Ann Lafayette $106,732 $50,274 $47,750 95% 45%
St. Lawrence Lafayette $288,755 $205,023      $173,482 85% 60%
St. Augusta * Lake Village $48,603 $39,500         $32,635 83% 67%
St. Joseph Lebanon $141,106 $234,055       $193,365 83% 137%
All Saints Logansport $203,703 $221,410        $193,175 87% 95%
St. Paul Marion $179,915 $123,595 $115,192 93% 64%
St. Henry Medaryville $3,119 $4,504 $4,054 90% 130%
St. Anne Monterey $19,348 $18,250 $15,455 85% 80%
Our Lady of the Lakes          Monticello $87,295 $81,580     $61,214 75% 70%
St. Lawrence Muncie $114,960 $152,938       $125,608 82% 109%
St. Mary Muncie $210,713 $275,420 $218,985 80% 104%
St. Francis of Assisi Muncie $113,172 $107,208        $83,176 78% 73%
Our Lady of Grace * Noblesville $415,045 $415,045  $415,045 100% 100%
St. Charles Otterbein $38,357 $46,263 $43,295 94% 113%
St. Patrick Oxford $35,732 $42,370 $37,840 89% 106%
St. Charles Peru $111,672 $126,099 $118,914 94% 106%
Immaculate Conception       Portland $65,411 $72,400   $63,505 88% 97%
St. Joseph Pulaski $21,199 $30,162 $27,812 92% 131%
Sacred Heart Remington $26,725 $31,695        $29,410 93% 110%
St. Augustine * Rensselaer $83,080 $83,080         $83,080 100% 100%
St. Joseph Reynolds $26,791 $33,579 $27,429 82% 102%
St. Joseph Rochester $44,609 $55,145 $47,698 86% 107%
St. John the Baptist Tipton $88,655 $92,855 $78,585 85% 89%
St. Mary Union City $34,737 $36,125 $30,450 84% 88%
St. Thomas Aquinas *           West Lafayette $194,834 $194,834 $194,834 100% 100%
Blessed Sacrament West Lafayette $233,100 $209,403 $192,705 92% 83%
St. Maria Goretti * Westfield $568,185 $568,185     $568,185 100% 100%
Sorrowful Mother * Wheatfield $39,429 $39,429      $39,429 100% 100%
St. Peter Winamac $43,876 $57,173 $50,358 88% 115%
St. Joseph Winchester $28,908 $30,910 $23,480 76% 81%
St. Alphonsus * Zionsville $338,086 $338,086       $338,086 100% 100%
Totals $9,200,000 $9,405,980           $8,649,284 92% 94%
* Dovetail Parish

These parishes con-
ducted simultane-
ous appeals for
parish capital needs
in connection with
the Fruitful Harvest
2016 campaign. The
table above reflects
the status of giving
to Fruitful Harvest
2016 only. At right
are the goals and
pledges for dovetail
parishes, combining
the amount pledged
to both Fruitful Har-
vest 2016 and the
parish need.

Fruitful Harvest 2016 Dovetail Report — Includes data for both Fruitful Harvest and Dovetail campaign

Parish City Total goal Total pledged         Total amount paid      % Fruitful Harvest and      % Fruitful Harvest and
through May 31         Dovetail pledge paid Dovetail goal paid

St. Francis Xavier Attica $89,432 $33,505          $29,690 89% 33%
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel          Carmel $1,634,408 $1,502,353 $1,282,798 85% 78%
St. Bernard Crawfordsville $295,085 $185,418 $158,582 86% 54%
St. John Vianney Fishers $852,728 $380,431 $292,045 77% 34%
St. Joan of Arc Kokomo $620,128 $753,953 $642,967 85% 104%
St. Patrick Kokomo $642,304 $334,096          $287,956 86% 45%
St. Mary Cathedral Lafayette $707,103 $374,635        $326,699 87% 46%
St. Augusta Lake Village $98,603 $39,500           $32,635 83% 33%
Our Lady of Grace Noblesville $715,045 $594,695      $432,098 73% 60%
St. Augustine Rensselaer $153,080 $101,700 $94,718 93% 62%
St. Thomas Aquinas West Lafayette $709,067 $314,069  $251,681 80% 35%
St. Maria Goretti Westfield $2,000,000 $2,015,503      $1,398,986 69% 70%
Sorrowful Mother Wheatfield $194,429 $218,320        $157,992 72% 81%
St. Alphonsus Zionsville $1,189,086 $621,679 $547,195 88% 46%

Fruitful Harvest 
2016

With your gift to Fruitful
Harvest, you enable the
Church to share the
love of Jesus through
our ministries, 
programs and services
as we fulfill our 
diocesan mission to be 
“Stewards of Christ.”

Since its inception in
1984, the funds gath-
ered in the biennial
Fruitful Harvest appeal
have provided operat-
ing funds needed to
help meet the expenses
of diocesan ministries,
as well as obligations to
the national and Univer-
sal Church. Millions of
dollars also have been
returned to parishes
and school trust funds.

To learn more and
donate to Fruitful 
Harvest 2016, visit the
diocesan Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

May our faithful 
stewardship bear 

witness to the love of
Christ in our lives.

Thank you 
for your generosity!
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HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Vacation Bible School
ZIONSVILLE — Children
from pre-kindergarten
through fourth grade are
invited to join Vacation
Bible School from 9 a.m. to
noon daily on June 25-29 at
St. Alphonsus Liguori
Parish, 1870 W. Oak St. Stu-
dents will embark on the
“Time Lab,” where they will
witness epic events in histo-
ry and meet the most
important man ever —
Jesus! Register online at
https://zionsvillecatholic.
com/vbs-registration

SEED presentation
MUNCIE — The next gath-
ering of SEED (Seeking
Evangelization through
Eucharistic Devotion) will
be held on Thursday
evening, June 28, at St. Mary
Church, 2300 W. Jackson St.
Adoration will begin after
the 5 p.m. Mass. Guest pre-
senter Father Tony Rowland
will speak on “Faith and the
Eucharist with St. John
Vianney” at 7 p.m., followed
by Benediction. A light
reception will then be held
in the parish’s St. Elizabeth
House. All are invited to
attend.

Tagalog Mass
WEST LAFAYETTE — The
Indiana Filipino community
invites all to attend a 

Tagalog Mass at 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 30, at Fort
Ouiatenon, 3136 S. River
Road, West Lafayette. Father
Alvin Matias, a visiting Fil-
ipino priest from the Dio-
cese of Prince George,
British Columbia, will cele-
brate the Mass. Those
attending are encouraged to
bring their lawn chairs for
the outdoor celebration.

Tootsie Roll Drive
DEMOTTE — Knights of
Columbus Council 14368 of
St. Cecilia Parish will hold
its annual Tootsie Roll Drive
from 9 a.m. to noon Satur-
day, June 30, at various
businesses in DeMotte and
Roselawn. Proceeds will
benefit mentally and physi-
cally challenged Jasper
County citizens.

Chicken dinner
MONTICELLO — Our Lady
of the Lakes Parish will hold
its annual chicken dinner
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Sunday, July 1, at the parish,
543 S. Main St. Cost is $10
for adults and $5 for chil-
dren ages 10 and younger.
Meals will include desserts.
All carry-outs cost $10 per
meal. For carry-out and
group orders, call 574-583-
6790. The dining area is
handicap accessible. The
event, featuring Remington
Poultry and Catering, is co-
sponsored by W.C. Mens
Catholic Association and the
Knights of Columbus. Raffle
tickets also will be available
for $1,700 in prizes. Tickets
are six for $5. All are wel-
come to attend.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-

ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, July 6, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

Car show
LAFAYETTE — Knights of
Columbus Council 456 will
host its eighth annual chari-
ty car show on Saturday,
July 7, at Central Catholic
Junior-Senior High School,
2410 S. Ninth St. The
Knights have raised more
than $35,000 with the car
show, which has become
one of the largest shows in
the area. The day will
include food, music and
family fun. The Knights
always welcome new spon-
sors and donors for the
event. For more informa-
tion, call Matt Lewis at 765-
532-6945. All are welcome to
attend.

“Diabetes: Doing 
Better Together”
LAFAYETTE — The Francis-
can Healthy Living Center

will continue its “Diabetes:
Doing Better Together”
meetings, with the next
scheduled session from 4
p.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday, July
10, at the center. The topic
will be “Virtual Grocery
Store Tour”; participants
will learn how to fill their
grocery carts with healthy
foods. The group meets on
the second Tuesday of each
month. Each meeting is
open to all patients, commu-
nity members who have
diabetes, family members
and friends. All meetings
are free. Registration for
each meeting is requested
by calling the center at 765-
428-5850 or by visiting
FranciscanHealth.org. The
center is located in the

lower level of the Lafayette
Heart Institute, 1116 N. 16th
St.

Rosary at the grotto
ALEXANDRIA — All are
welcome to come to the
grotto at St. Mary Church in
Alexandria to pray the
rosary at 7 p.m. on the 13th
of each month from May
through October. Join the
Daughters of Isabella in
reciting the rosary as Our
Lady of Fatima requested.
Those attending are encour-
aged to bring their rosaries,
lawn chairs, family and
friends. If raining, bring
umbrellas; in case of stormy
weather, the rosary will be
prayed inside the church.

Office of Catechesis to host two-day 
symposium on adult faith formation

The Office of Catechesis
of the Diocese of
Lafayette-in-Indiana will
host a two-day sympo-
sium on adult faith forma-
tion for priests, deacons
and parish leaders on
Aug. 8-9 at the Saint
Joseph Retreat and Confer-
ence Center in Tipton.

The symposium will
focus on engaging adult
Catholics in their growth
as disciples of Jesus Christ,
utilizing themes from the
recent U.S. bishops’ docu-
ment “Living as Mission-
ary Disciples.”

Joe Paprocki, a national
consultant for faith forma-
tion with Loyola Press and
a well-known speaker and
author, will facilitate the

event.
“The Church describes

adult formation as the cen-
ter around which all other
religious education
revolves,” said Jonathan F.
Sullivan, director of parish
ministries, services and
catechesis for the diocese.
“A parish with well-
formed adults will be bet-
ter equipped to pass on
the faith to children and
youth, as well as reach out
to the wider community to
spread the Gospel.”

Information on the sym-
posium can be found at
www.dol-in.org/
catechesis or by contacting
Evelyn Burton at 765-269-
4655.

Read an interesting article? Share it with a friend!

We’re Saving a Seat for

You.
PLEASE JOIN US ON SUNDAY!

xperience Hoope and Healing AAfter Abortion

Do not give in to discouragement and do n
If you have not already done so, give yourselve
and trust to repentance. The Father of mercies 

his forgiveness and his peace 
~Saint John Paul II, The Gospel 

17-452-0054 or projectrachel@ar
for more information.

A Special Word to Those Who Have Ha
ot lose hope.... 

es over with humility 
is ready to give you 
... 

l Life

rchindy.org 

ad an Abortion ...

Coordinator of Formation & Mission
St. Joseph Church in Elwood is seeking someone to provide vision,
support, and initiate programs that offer the opportunity for children
and adult faith formation; this includes CCD, RCIA and book studies.
Essential duties also include promoting and utilizing the parish vision.
This is a part-time position (up to 19 hours/week), with compensation
to be negotiated. For a full job description or to submit your resume,
contact Debbie Melton or Father Dan Duff at (765) 552-6753.

Get the daily Bible readings
sent to your e-mail 

every morning! 

Sign up at www.usccb.org/
bible/readings
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Better Breathers Club
LAFAYETTE — The Fran-
ciscan Healthy Living Cen-
ter continues its Better
Breathers Club monthly
meetings, with the next
meeting scheduled from 1
p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 11. The center is
located in the Lafayette
Heart Institute Building,
1116 N. 16th St., on the
campus of Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Better Breathers Club
is a program of the Ameri-
can Lung Association.
Designed for patients and
community members to
learn ways to better cope
with COPD and other res-
piratory issues, it provides
support and education to
those who participate. The
club is open to all patients
and community members
who have COPD, lung dis-
eases, asthma, emphyse-
ma, chronic bronchitis or
other respiratory issues.
The meetings are held on
the second Wednesday of
each month. July’s topic
will be “Planning Ahead,”
with a look at community
resources; light refresh-
ments will be served. The
meetings are free, but reg-
istration is encouraged. To
register, call the Franciscan
Healthy Living Center at
765-428-5850.

Italian Fest
WESTFIELD — St. Maria
Goretti Parish will host its
annual Italian Fest begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m. Saturday,
July 14. The evening will

include live music, bingo
and other games, bounce
houses, a zip line from 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m., food and
fellowship, and fireworks
at 9:45 p.m. Food tickets
will be sold in $10 bundles.
Game wristbands are $15
each for unlimited partici-
pation, with a $50 maxi-
mum charge per family.
For more information, tick-
ets and wristbands, visit
http://smgonline.org/
ministry/italian-festival/
All are welcome to attend.

Concert
MUNCIE — St. Lawrence
Parish will host a concert
by Paul Todd and Paul
Todd Jr. at 7 p.m. Monday,
July 23, at the church, 820
E. Charles St. A free-will
offering will be taken; pro-
ceeds will benefit St.
Lawrence School. Paul
Todd has entertained
crowds worldwide with
his musical artistry, play-
ing six keyboards simulta-
neously. He will be joined
by his son, Paul Todd Jr.,
in the concert, which will
include Christian music as
well as original, classical,
popular, Big Band and
Broadway selections. Visit
www.paultodd.com and
paultoddjr.com for more
information.

Frassati Summerfest
The Frassati Society of
Young Adult Catholics will
host its 2018 Frassati Sum-
merfest “To the Heights”
on July 27-29 at Ellis Lake
Retreat. The weekend of

spiritual renewal, fellow-
ship, food and fun is open
to young adults who are
college age, 20s and 30s.
The event will feature
activities including
Eucharistic adoration, the
celebration of Mass, boat-
ing, camping, skeet shoot-
ing and ziplining. Registra-
tion is now under way. For
more information or to
register, visit the Web site
at frassati.org.

Golf outing
OXFORD — Knights of
Columbus Council 9400
will hold a golf outing on
Saturday, July 28, at the
Oak Grove Country Club
in Oxford. Cost is $40 per
person. The four-person
scramble will include a
shotgun start at 1 p.m. A
meal will be served follow-
ing golf. The outing will
include longest drive and
closest to pin prizes. Pro-
ceeds will benefit Benton
County Special Olympics,
local food pantries and
Life Teen. Hole sponsor-
ships are available for $25
for personal or $50 for
business sponsorships. For
more information or to
register, call Tom Etter 
at 765-385-2185 or 
765-385-2713.

“You Can Call Me Al”
5K run/walk
ZIONSVILLE — St.
Alphonsus Liguori Parish
will host its “You Can Call
Me Al” 5K run/walk
beginning at 8 a.m. Satur-
day, Aug. 4, at the church,

1870 W. Oak St. The annu-
al event helps support St.
Alphonsus Liguori’s twin
parish, St. Anthony of
Padua in Croix Fer, Haiti.
For more information, visit
zionsvillecatholic.com. All
are invited to attend.

Priests vs. seminarians
softball game
KOKOMO — The Kokomo
Serra Club will sponsor its
third annual priests vs.
seminarians softball game
at noon Saturday, Aug. 4,
at the Kokomo Municipal
Stadium. Proceeds from
the event will benefit the
Seminarian Fund. All are
welcome to attend.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekin-
dle their marriages
through Marriage
Encounter Weekends and
Sharing Circles. Visit
www.wwme.org to apply.
Upcoming weekends to be

held in Indianapolis
include Oct. 19-21. Cou-
ples who already have par-
ticipated in a Marriage
Encounter Weekend are
invited to join monthly
Sharing Circles. For more
information, e-mail 
kenannme@comcast.net.

Call Project Rachel
765-414-3072 (English)
765-701-0620 (Spanish)
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Women who have had an
abortion often struggle

with questions: 
Can God ever forgive

me? Can my child forgive
me? Can I ever forgive

myself? Will this horrible
pain ever go away? 
Is healing possible?

Project Rachel proclaims
that the answer to all

these questions is YES.

Project Rachel is the Church’s healing ministry to those 
who have been involved in abortion. 

All calls are confidential.

Llame al Proyecto Raquel
765-414-3072 (inglés)

765-701-0620 (español)
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Las mujeres que han tenido
un aborto a menudo luchan

con preguntas como:

¿Podrá Dios perdonarme?
¿Podrá perdonarme mi hijo?

¿Podré perdonarme 
a mí misma?

¿Alguna vez se acabará este
terrible dolor?

¿Es posible la sanación?

El Proyecto Raquel dice que
la respuesta a todas estas

preguntas es SÍ.

El Proyecto Raquel es el ministerio de la Iglesia de sanación
para quienes han estado involucrados en el aborto.

Todas las llamadas son confidenciales.

Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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Carmel; St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, Carmel; and Our
Lady of Grace, Noblesville.

TMIY! is one of several
programs offered for men,
couples and youth by the lay
Catholic non-profit ministry
Paradisus Dei, which is
based in Houston. Founded
in 2001, the ministry is dedi-
cated to marriage and family
life. There is no charge for
the program, but donations
are accepted.

“We have around 600
parishes that are currently
running TMIY! in 45 states,
as well as Canada, Bermuda,
Aruba and Germany,” said
Jamie Gonzales, Paradisus
Dei director of program
coordination. “In our 14-year
history, more than 100,000
men have attended a TMIY!
program, with 25,000 men
currently attending.

“The goals of the men
who attend vary,” he said.
“Some see the focus on the
family and simply desire to
be better husbands and
fathers, some want fellow-
ship and accountability from
other men, some want to
learn more about the faith,
and others want to get closer
to the Lord and strengthen
their spiritual life.

“We at Paradisus Dei real-
ize that men are at different
places when they attend. We
truly believe and reiterate in
the program that, ‘Wherever
you are in your spiritual life,
Jesus Christ wants to
encounter you right there ...
and take you further,’” Gon-
zales said. 

The program is divided
into two 13-week sessions,
held in the fall and spring.
Each week begins with a
video followed by small-
group discussions. The fall
sessions look at the scriptur-
al vision of men, particularly
in their relationship to their
families and society. Spring
sessions focus on practical
ways to become the men
God intended.

Schafer said All Saints
Parish had a successful first
year with TMIY!, including
identifying men with leader-
ship potential and seeing
more men volunteer at the
parish. 

“Good confessions also
came out of it — some men
hadn’t been to the sacrament
in years,” Schafer said. “It
also served as a good evan-
gelical outreach. We had a
significant number of men

attend who aren’t Catholic.
Eat breakfast with someone
else for 26 weeks and you
realize we are all brothers in
Christ. One man brought his
Protestant son — who is now
Catholic. It was the result of
many prayers, but the pro-
gram certainly nudged him
in that direction.”

Schafer’s wife also joined
the Church this year. “It was
the fruit of many things and
many prayers, but it hap-
pened while TMIY! was
going on and I give the pro-
gram some credit for that,”
he said.

TMIY!’s first meeting at
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in September 2013
drew 120 men.  

“Because it’s free, we had
nothing to lose and thought,
‘Why shouldn’t we try it?’”
said Chuck Ney, who coordi-
nated the program’s kickoff
with a core team of volun-
teers. 

“We will start year six in
the fall and have seen a lot of
good content,” he said.
“Everyone looks forward to
small groups — that is what
keeps drawing guys back to
share their faith.

“One of my favorite
things is that during Lent the
program offers something to
do every day, not just on the
meeting day,” Ney said. “It
makes Lent more meaning-
ful and Easter that much bet-
ter.”

Fellow St. Elizabeth Ann

Seton parishioner Larry
Schulz, current TMIY! core
team leader, said it is aimed
at “the average man in the
pew. My wife saw a sign-up
sheet for the program’s sec-
ond year at Seton and sug-
gested I try it. I gave it a shot,
thinking I would attend for a
couple of weeks.

“I went the first week and
thought it was pretty power-
ful,” he said. “I went the sec-
ond week and was hooked
on the content and every-
thing that it represented. It
really engaged my faith in a
whole new way. Ultimately, I
had a deeper encounter with
Christ in that first semester.

“I’m a cradle Catholic,
and you might think I would
have had that deeper rela-
tionship sooner, but it hap-
pens to everyone at different
times,” Schulz said. “Mine
was in the fall of 2014. As a
participant, I loved it and
loved my small group.
Someone may have asked
you to attend, but ultimately
it’s an invitation from Christ
to encounter him in a deeper
way.

“Your lens changes when
you have that encounter
with Christ,” he said.
“Before TMIY!, I wasn’t see-
ing and hearing as much as I
should have. Now I hear the
priest’s message at Mass in a
better way. That pilot light is
lit. All of a sudden I got more
engaged in things in the
Church.”

Seton’s group meets at 6
a.m. on Fridays; the core
team shows up at 5 a.m. to
cook breakfast.

“We have a good break-
fast, see the video and then
small groups meet and
share — that’s where the
gold is,” Schulz said. “You
get a relationship with other
men.”

Jim Medawar, a member
Our Lady of Grace Parish,
first participated in TMIY!
through his father’s invita-
tion at Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish. 

“I thought it was a great
program, so I got it going at
Our Lady of Grace,”
Medawar said. “It has
changed my life and made
me a stronger Catholic.
Twenty-six weeks of getting
up early is a huge time com-
mitment, but you never
regret it when you leave.
Over four years, we have
established a good, close-
knit group of men. 

“The great content from
Paradisus Dei helps you
become more serious about
your faith, and deepen your
relationship and encounter
with Christ,” he said. “I have
learned so much about the
Catholic faith, from catech-
esis to saints and popes. 

“The bonds we create and
the friendships forged are
what I find necessary to help
on your faith journey,”
Medawar said “You aren’t
talking to strangers any-

more, but to brothers. We’d
welcome men from any
parish to our meetings.” 

Mark Neterer has been
involved with TMIY! at Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish
for five years.

“It’s a wonderful program
designed to help fathers,” he
said. “The beauty of it is the
focus on helping relation-
ships with wives, kids,
grandkids and fellow parish-
ioners. I can’t tell you how
many times men have told
me they wish they’d had this
program when they were
younger.

“The format is awesome,
and building relationships
within small groups is
great,” Neterer said. “We
have a group of men who are
continuing to meet through-
out the summer — it is great
to see men so engaged.”

Dan Novak has been
involved with the TMIY!
group at St. Mary and St.
Ambrose parishes for four
years.

“Father Mark Walter, then
associate pastor, approached
me about starting it here,
and we have held meetings
at 6 a.m. on Saturdays,”
Novak said. “We have break-
fast, so we feed men spiritu-
ally and physically. It’s
designed by Catholics for
Catholic men, and really gets
into Scripture, the catechism
and what we all need to hear
and be reminded of.

“I’ve seen a real transfor-
mation in the men who
come,” he said. “There’s a
real commitment to show up
every Saturday morning. I
know it works, and the pro-
gram has a great message.
Several women have told me
how much TMIY! has
changed their husbands and
that speaks volumes to me. It
shows me it is really work-
ing in the lives of people.
Men just need to give it a try
and be open to it.”

Novak appreciates the
program’s design, and says
the meetings draw men clos-
er to their roles as father.

“We need to stand up
strong for why God has put
us here,” he said. “It is open
to men 18 and older — single
as well as married. It would
be great for young men to
understand the role of father
that will be expected.”

For more information on
TMIY!, go to the Web
site: http://paradisusdei.org
/that-man-is-you/

‘That Man Is You!’ program deepening faith, changing lives

Some program participants meet on a recent morning at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish
in Carmel. (Photo provided)
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Would you like your ad to be seen 
in nearly 30,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 269-4616 for more information 
or visit www.dol-in.org/catholic-moment

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the

Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. 

Visit the U.S. 
bishops’ Web site:
www.usccb.org.

Catholic Radio Indy job opening
Catholic Radio Indy has an opening in its sales/marketing/
promotion department. Duties involve contacting area 
businesses to secure underwriting announcements (somewhat
similar to advertising sales) and building relationships with area
Catholic parishes. Position also involves planning and 
participating in station fund-raising events. Send resume to
Jim@CatholicRadioIndy.org or call 317-870-8400 for details.

Equal Opportunity Employer

INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, GRIEF,

ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205

(317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com

A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

St. Louis de Montfort Parish, Fishers, celebrates 40th anniversary

St. Louis de Montfort Parish in Fishers recently hosted a special celebra-
tion in honor of the parish’s 40th anniversary. The evening began with
Mass, followed by a French dinner and concluding with a candlelight
rosary. Keynote speaker for the celebration was EWTN host and world
renowned chef Father Leo Patalinghug. Above left: Father Pat Click, pas-
tor, leads a decade of the rosary at the anniversary celebration. The year-

long theme for the parish anniversary is “To Jesus through Mary.” Above
right: Approximately 250 people participate in the candlelight rosary after
the dinner prepared by the Knights of Columbus. Below right: Father
Patalinghug poses for a photo with parishioners Dr. Joe and Lisa Hender-
son. (Photos provided) 

Is God 
calling you 

to religious life?
Young men and women 
considering religious life

may contact 
Father Dale Ehrman, vicar
for the clergy, permanent 
diaconate and vocations.

E-mail:
dehrman@dol-in.org

Visit the Web site at:
www.dol-in.org/vocations
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LOOKING BACKLOOKING BACK

These stories appeared in
The Catholic Moment and its
predecessor, the Lafayette
edition of Our Sunday Visitor:

• 50 years ago, June 23,
1968: Members of the Dioce-
san Scout Committee are
making plans for the annual
Scout Awards Day later this
month. Bishop Raymond J.
Gallagher will present the
awards to Boy and Girl
Scouts and their leaders.

• 25 years ago, June 27,
1993: The Lafayette diocese
recently hosted its sixth an-
nual clergy convocation at
the Abe Martin Lodge in
Brown County. Fifty-three
priests of the diocese attend-
ed. The theme for this year’s
convocation was “Renewing
Priestly Identity.”

• 10 years ago, June 22,
2008: By living more healthy
lifestyles, students at All
Saints School in Logansport
recently won a $10,000 prize.
Logansport Community
Hospital made the award
after students at the school
reduced their average Body
Mass Index (BMI) more than
students at other Cass Coun-
ty elementary schools.

• Five years ago, June 23,
2013: Central Catholic’s
baseball team earned its
fifth consecutive Class A
state championship on June
15, defeating Vincennes
Rivet. The victory was the
Knights’ seventh baseball
championship in 10 years. 

Saints 
of the week

Blessed Madeleine
Fontaine 

and Companions
(d. 1794)

Feast: June 27

Martyred during the
French Revolution,
Mother Madeleine
Fontaine, 71, and Sisters
Francoise Lanel, Therese
Fantou and Jeanne Ger-
ard, all in their 40s, were
Daughters of Charity of
St. Vincent de Paul.
Their community at
Arras cared for the
town’s sick and ran a
girls’ school. In 1793,
their goods and school
were confiscated, but
they refused to take an
oath demanded by the
Revolutionary Conven-
tion. Arrested in Febru-
ary 1794, they were exe-
cuted in June. The nuns
went to the infamous
guillotine singing “Ave
Maris Stella.”

(Catholic News Service)

Mysteries for moms: courage to face a crown of thorns

T he third sorrowful
mystery of the rosary
is the crowning with

thorns, a familiar image as-
sociated with the Passion of
Christ.  

The Roman guards are
mocking Jesus’ kingship and
inflicting more pain and hu-
miliation on his already bat-
tered body. Because Jesus
faced this next step in his re-
demptive suffering with
such grace, the fruit of this
mystery is considered to be
courage.

We have all heard Jesus’
instruction that we are to
take up our crosses and fol-
low him. While this phrase
rolls easily and poetically off
the tongue, it may be much
more challenging to put into
practice. As humans, we
have a natural inclination to
want to be liked and accept-
ed by others. But oftentimes,
taking up our crosses (or ac-

cepting our thorny crowns)
elicits the opposite sentiment
from our fellow men.  

As mothers, it can be a
heartbreaking task to instill
this kind of fortitude in our
children. The instinct to
shield them from any harm
and the intense grief that is
felt over their suffering is
overwhelming. And any par-
ent of a young martyr can at-
test to the agony of losing a
child, even for something as
important as the faith.  

“Martyrdom is the
supreme witness given to

the truth of the faith; it
means bearing witness even
unto death. The martyr bears
witness to Christ who died
and rose, to whom he is unit-
ed by charity. He bears wit-
ness to the truth of the faith
and of Christian doctrine.
He endures death through
an act of fortitude” (Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church
#2473).

As God’s plan would
have it, most of us will not
have to experience the full
martyrdom of our children.
But what about those possi-
ble daily occurrences that
might estrange our children
from their peers? Do we, as
mothers, have the courage to
face the isolation of our chil-
dren in order that they might
be closer to eternal life? Are
we passing that courage on
to them? I know what my
answer most often is.

Fortunately, Jesus offered

us some consolation and en-
couragement in his very
own words: “If the world
hates you, realize that it
hated me first. If you be-
longed to this world, the
world would love its own;
but because you do not be-
long to the world, and I have
chosen you out of the world,
the world hates you” (John
15:18-19). This is a challeng-
ing teaching, even from the
mouth of our Lord and Sav-
ior. After all, no one wants to
be hated or excluded.  

It is at times like these
when I try desperately to re-
mind my children (and my-
self) that we are not living
for the rewards of this life.
We are not here to gain the
recognition nor even the ap-
proval of men. There is only
One whose approval we
need, and he does not hate.
And fortunately for us, he is
also a limitless supply of

strength and courage.
As mothers, we will have

many opportunities in our
vocations to both be coura-
geous and instill that
courage in our children:
when they face the un-
known; when they try some-
thing new or out of their
comfort zones; when they
share the good news despite
the disdain they might get in
return; or even when they fi-
nally head off into the world
alone to follow their own
callings. 

With each of these chal-
lenges, may we look to the
meditations upon this mys-
tery to give us the courage
we need and earn, instead of
thorns, a saintly crown of
glory in eternal life.

Molly Beck is a part-time
emergency nurse, a full-time
wife and mother to eight, and a
parishioner at St. Maria Goretti
Parish in Westfield.

Catholic

Mom

BY MOLLY BECK

You’re always welcome here.
Come to Holy Spirit Church, Fishers.

When you are not with us, we miss you.

Lord’s Day Masses
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.

Sunday: 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.

To see more Mass times across the Lafayette diocese, visit the Web site at www.dol-in.org
and look for all of our parishes in coming weeks in The Catholic Moment.
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 7

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

First-graders at St. Mary Cathedral School in Lafayette recently walked
to Duncan Hall in downtown Lafayette to learn why “Manners Matter.”
They were taught how to set a table, use a napkin properly, shake hands,

introduce themselves and others, use polite eye contact, sit up straight,
make friends, apologize, butter and eat bread, and pass food. They then
enjoyed a snack to practice their new skills. (Photos provided)
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