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‘Rejoice and Be Glad’: the call to holiness
By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
God calls all Christians to be
saints — not plastic statues
of saints, but real people who
make time for prayer and
who show loving care for
others in the simplest ges-
tures, Pope Francis said in
his new document on holi-
ness.

“Do not be afraid of holi-
ness. It will take away none of
your energy, vitality or joy,”
the pope wrote in “Gaudete et
Exsultate” (“Rejoice and Be
Glad”), his apostolic exhorta-
tion on “the call to holiness in
today’s world.”

(Continued on Page 6)

Retreat puts

focus on Jesus’

questions —

and invitation

By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

WEST LAFAYETTE
— Before Jesus told us any
parables or how we should
live, he offered an invitation,
the beginning of a conversa-
tion. He wasn’t asking what
others wanted from him, but
what they sought.

“When Jesus saw people,
he gazed at them and said,
‘What do you seek?’ It was a
question and questions are
an invitation,” Carolyn Woo
says. “You
have to be
ready to
answer that
question. I
think that’s
a very
powerful
reminder of
how much
God loves
us. God 
asks what it is that you seek
in a very sincere way, and he
is looking for our answer.” 

Woo led a recent retreat
at St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish that covered three
chapters of the book “What
Do You Seek,” by Father
Michael Buckley, SJ. 

(Continued on Page 3)

Student and
resident
parish-
ioners of 
St. Thomas
Aquinas
Parish in
West
Lafayette
work on a
Habitat for
Humanity
house build
in New
Orleans
during a
spring
break 
mission
trip. 

(Photo by
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Mooney)

St. Thomas Aquinas parishioners spend spring break in service to others

‘I will be forever blessed’
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

WEST LAFAYETTE —
Nineteen Purdue Universi-
ty students — members of
St. Thomas Aquinas Parish
— recently spent their
spring break on a mission
trip to New Orleans. Most
were strangers when it

began, but returned as a
tight community with a
penchant to serve. 

The group was led by
Father Cassian Sama, OP,
associate pastor at St.
Thomas Aquinas. Two resi-
dent parishioners also were
on the mission trip.

“My hope was that we
would get together as

brothers and sisters in
Christ with a common mis-
sion to serve the Lord, so
the students could discover
something about them-
selves that they never
reflected on,” Father Sama
said. “We lived together,
ate together and hung
around together. It was a
time for self-discovery, ser-

vice and to re-examine pri-
orities in life. Some had set
goals for their lives, but
now are re-examining
those. They see that life is
not just about making
money — it’s changing
people’s lives and making a
difference to others. 

(Continued on Page 8)

Carolyn
Woo

Copyright Catholic News Service

Please see your weekly print 
edition for full content.
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1) Acts 3:13-15, 17-19
2) 1 John 2:1-5a
3) Gospel: Luke 24:35-48

Monday, April 16
1) Acts 6:8-15
2) Gospel: John 6:22-29

Tuesday, April 17
1) Acts 7:51 to 8:1a
2) Gospel: John 6:30-35

Wednesday, April 18
1) Acts 8:1b-8
2) Gospel: John 6:35-40

Thursday, April 19
1) Acts 8:26-40
2) Gospel: John 6:44-51

Friday, April 20
1) Acts 9:1-20
2) Gospel: John 6:52-59

Saturday, April 21
1) Acts 9:31-42
2) Gospel: John 6:60-69

The texts of Scrip-
ture readings for the
Mass for every day of
the week are linked to
the diocesan Web site
at www.dol-in.org.

April 15
Third Sunday

of Easter
Cycle B Readings:

The Catholic Moment
USPS 403-610  ISSN 1087-2604

PUBLISHER:
Most Rev. Timothy L. Doherty

EDITOR: Jesica E. Hollinger

ASSISTANT EDITOR: Laurie Cullen

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR:
Caroline B. Mooney

COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST:
Sarah L. Murphy

Address all correspondence to:
The Catholic Moment

P.O. Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
765-742-2050

e-mail: moment@dol-in.org

Shipping address for packages:
610 Lingle Ave., Lafayette, IN 47901

Published weekly except the second
and fourth weeks in July and August

and the last week in December.

Subscription price:
$27 per year; $.75 per copy
Through parish: $22 per year

Periodical postage paid at Lafayette,
IN, and at additional mailing offices.

Postmaster: Send address changes to:
The Catholic Moment

P.O. Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902

Member of Catholic Press Association

© 2018 The Catholic Moment

The Sisters of Providence
of Saint Mary-of-the-
Woods will host a work-
shop on “Christ, Story-
telling, and You” from
9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Wednesday, April 25, at the
Providence Spirituality &
Conference Center at Saint
Mary-of-the-Woods. Father
Jim Farrell, who ministers
as pastor at St. Pius X
Parish in Indianapolis, will
lead the workshop. Telling
some of the Gospel stories
from a first-person per-
spective can allow the
story to “come to life in a
way that can get us think-
ing about different dimen-
sions of the story,” Father
Farrell said. “What did it
feel like to be healed of
blindness? What do you
suppose the boy who had

the five barley loaves and
a couple of dried fish
thought about his
encounter with Jesus? By
lifting the words off the
page and thinking about
different people in the sto-
ries, we see the story in a
new way.” Participants
also will be invited to
share the stories that have
shaped their own families
and lives. “We will also
talk about modern-day

Gospel stories — moments
when God enters into our
lives. Some of these stories
will be shared,” Father Far-
rell said. Cost is $45 per
person, which includes
lunch. The registration
deadline is April 20. Regis-
ter online at events.sisters
ofprovidence.org or by
calling 812-535-2952 or e-
mailing jfrost@spsmw.org.

Saint Meinrad Archabbey
Library Gallery in St.
Meinrad is hosting an
exhibit of mixed media
paintings by Louisville,
Ky., artist Laurie Doctor.
The show will run through
May 14. Doctor is an
accomplished painter and
calligrapher who teaches
workshops in the United
States and Europe. Accord-

ing to Doctor, the arch-
abbey was the inspiration
for her artwork: “These
paintings began on solitary
retreats at the Saint Mein-
rad Archabbey over the
last year. Every morning I
walked through the winter
woods, past the Stations of
the Cross, the icy pond
and the farmhouse to the
studio. ... This work is
inspired by this place, this
abbey, with its quiet and
its bells.” The exhibit is
free and open to the pub-
lic. Those wishing to view
the exhibit are encouraged
to arrive at least 30 min-
utes before closing time.
For library hours, call 812-
357-6401 or 800-987-7311,
or visit the Web site www.
saintmeinrad.edu/library/
hours/

P E O P L E  &

P L A C E S

Living Stations of the Cross were presented during Lent at Holy Spirit Parish in Fishers. (Photos provided)

Disbelieving for joy

A straight-through reading of
Acts of the Apostles is a curi-
ous experience. Have you read

the part about the rioting 
silversmiths? Or the false news
and rumors that plagued St.
Paul on his travels? One might
think that society has not
improved during the past
2,000 years.

The term “astounded”
appears repeatedly as the peo-
ple of Acts hear the apostles or
witness powerful works. It
recurs in Luke 24:22. Later in
the same chapter, in today’s
Gospel reading for April 15,
the Risen Lord drops by to
visit disciples. During the
moments that Jesus is convers-
ing with them, even asking for food,
we read that they were “incredulous
for joy.” Some Bibles say “disbeliev-
ing,” which is altogether different
from unbelieving. Today we might say
that those people were too stunned to
think, to put it all together. A brain

freeze.
It makes sense that Pope Francis’

2013 encyclical “Joy of the Gospel”
would be his first major mes-
sage. How odd that we would
need a tutorial on joy. But we
do. The word has been
overused or diluted by com-
mercial use. We need to
reclaim its deeper sense that
includes connections to God’s
presence “deep down things,”
as G.M. Hopkins wrote. 

What use is there to all this?
For many of us, myself includ-
ed, the noise of news and
events can muffle joy. If my
day is to reflect my faith and
priesthood, my prayer time
will help me to locate that joy

that leads to awe that opens into grati-
tude. In no way does this erase my
disappointments or things I need to
repent. But these latter things will not
diminish if I have nothing with which
to replace them. 

Joy is a grace that happens when we

are aware of goodness and beauties
that we experience. This requires some
work: We have to sift our experiences
and be looking for the good and the
beautiful. Too much of our public dis-
course concentrates on negatives with-
out any glimmer of what to hope for.
When that conversation is internal-
ized, it anesthetizes joy.

As simple as it may be, we have to
intend to find, see and want joy. This
shapes our expectations when we visit
a friend, share a meal or go to the
movies. I suggest we should anticipate
this when we go to church for Mass or
drop by to pray or light a candle. You
will find that you share something of
the disciples’ astonishment upon
meeting the Risen Lord. Because in
that instant they knew that the Lord’s
reality was changed, and they felt,
deep down, that theirs had also. 

Think about a person or event that
awakens joy in you, and reflect on
how the thought might give you an
insight into the moments that astound-
ed the disciples.

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty
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Marriage:
Unique for a Reason

Dive in deep to the
Church’s teaching and
join the conversation

about marriage, children,
society and more.

www.marriage
uniqueforareason.org

Would you like your ad to be seen 
in nearly 30,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 269-4616 for more information 
or visit www.dol-in.org/catholic-moment

LAKE WAWASEE
Oakwood Park

Vacation home for rent
3 bdrm, 3 ba, 

sleeps 12, Central AC

For more info, 
call Tina

765-376-9623

Learn more
about what’s

happening in the
Lafayette diocese 
at www.dol-in.org

Full-time Instrumental Music Teacher

St. Theodore Guerin High School in 
Noblesville is searching for a full-time 
instrumental music teacher for the 2018-2019
school year. This person will lead our band
program and have the opportunity to direct
other choral and instrumental ensembles 
according to their qualif ications and passions.

Requirements
• Applicants should be comfortable integrating Catholic/Christian
values into their teaching and living out those values in their daily
lives.
• Applicants should have a good work ethic and be able to
demonstrate knowledge of content, resources and pedagogy.
• Applicants should be committed to contributing to the life of
the school.
• Applicants should have a track record of getting students
excited about music, being a promoter and advocate of the
performing arts and motivating them to share their musical gif ts
with the community.
• Applicants should have an appreciation for sacred music and
be comfortable planning and leading musical liturgy in the
Catholic Church.

Qualif ications
The ideal candidate would possess or be willing to pursue a valid
Indiana Teacher’s License in the area of music and be qualif ied to
lead a concert band.

Salary
Salary will be based on our teacher’s salary scale. The position is
benef its-eligible, including excellent health insurance and tuition
discount.

Contact info
Please send resume and cover letter to apply@guerincatholic.org

INDIVIDUAL, MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING
(INCLUDES: MARITAL CONFLICT, ADDICTION, ANXIETY, DEPRESSION, GRIEF,

ILLNESS, PARENTING, STRESS MANAGEMENT, FORGIVENESS ISSUES)
Sliding Fee Scale Available

Cheryl Dale Shipp, M.A., LCSW, LMFT
740 E. 52nd St., Suite 10, Indianapolis, IN 46205

(317) 627-9541 (cell; texts welcome)
E-mail: cherylship@aol.com

A parishioner of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

Retreat puts focus on Jesus’ questions — and invitation
(Continued from Page 1)

It is a meditation on 14
personal questions that Jesus
asks in the Gospel of John.

Woo is a distinguished
president’s fellow for global
development at Purdue Uni-
versity, former dean of the
Mendoza College of Busi-
ness at Notre Dame, former
CEO of Catholic Relief Ser-
vices, and a Vatican panelist
on the release of Pope Fran-
cis’ “Laudato Si.’” 

“God wants to know
where we are — our own
truth, not what you think
you should seek, not what
other people think you
should seek, but your own
truth,” she said. “What is it
that you seek? It’s a very per-
sonal invitation for us to
look at where we are, where
we want to be, and where we
think we are not. And it’s
really about you.

“The truth we can bring to
answering that question will
define who we are and
where we are going,” Woo
said. “Not just where we are
today, but where we are
headed. I think that this is a
beautiful reminder of how
God reaches into us and
says, ‘You are my beloved.
What you want, what you

seek, I hear.’ Whatever we
seek goes back to God. It’s
just such a beautiful relation-
ship. We don’t think about
how God seeks us out.”

When Woo asked people
what they were seeking in
their lives, answers ranged
from the right job to raising
children to a way to offer
peace to the world. 

“No one said, ‘I was seek-
ing God,’” Woo said. “But

how is God present in your
journey? Where is God in
your process? Invoked or
not, God has always been
there. Whether it was some-
one in their 30s seeking a
career, or in their 40s and
seeking to raise a family —
whatever we sought in dif-
ferent stages of our life and
even now, whether we
invoke him or not, God has
always been there with us.  

“I think also that not only
has God always been there
for us, but he has always
been seeking us,” she said.
“Whatever stages we are in,
whatever pursuits we have,
God has been seeking us. So,
in Jesus’ first question,
‘What do you seek?’ the
unspoken part of it is, ‘I have
been seeking you.’

“In seeking life, whatever
life presents to us — the sup-

port of family, needing to get
a scholarship, needing to
step up to responsibilities,
dealing with really difficult
challenges that may just
completely upset us — in all
of those things when we step
up to life, to love, that’s
where God is,” Woo said.
“Even though we don’t seek
him by name. We seek to be
his hands and his feet. What-
ever he gives us when we
step forward, I think God is
there.

“It can be hard to say,
‘God, I’m seeking you,’” she
said. “It’s easier to say, ‘I’m
seeking now to spend more
time with my husband, or
seeking to be a person of
peace, a peacemaker in fami-
ly situations, to affirm peo-
ple of the younger genera-
tion, seeking a world that is
more just where I don’t just
turn my eyes on suffering.’ 

“We are not calling God’s
name explicitly, but actually
we are seeking God’s king-
dom, we are seeking to be
good through God, we are
seeking to return the bless-
ings that we feel we have
received,” Woo said. “We are
seeking to say, ‘God, you
have been there all that time,
haven’t you? Now let us go
forward together.’”

(Photo by Caroline B. Mooney)
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HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Concert to benefit 
trafficking survivors
FISHERS — Holy Spirit
Parish will host a concert at
7 p.m. Friday, April 13, to
benefit Ascent 121, an Indi-
anapolis-based organization
providing treatment for sur-
vivors of sex trafficking of
minors in the Indianapolis
and Fishers area. Hector
Salcedo, former organist
and cantor at St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome and cur-
rent music director at St.
Malachy Parish in Browns-
burg, will perform in part-
nership with the Holy Spirit
Parish choir and musicians.
Admission is free, with
opportunities for giving
directly to Ascent 121 while
in attendance. After the con-
cert, attendees will have the
opportunity to visit with
Hector Salcedo, other musi-
cians and representatives
from Ascent 121; light
snacks, coffee and tea will
be available. For more infor-
mation, e-mail Kevin Wal-
ters at kmartinwalters@
gmail.com or Andrea Frey
at andrea@hspgeist.org.

Nursing school 
information day
LAFAYETTE — The St. Eliz-
abeth School of Nursing
will host an information
day from 10 a.m. to noon
Saturday, April 14. The
event is open to the public
and anyone interested in a
nursing career. Representa-
tives from the school will be
available to answer ques-
tions about registration,
curriculum, financial aid
and admissions. Tours of
the new facility and simula-
tion lab also will be offered.
Light refreshments will be
served. Applications for
August admission are cur-
rently being accepted. The
information day will be
held at the school, located
at 1501 Hartford St. For
more information, call 765-
423-6400 or visit steson.org.

Secular Franciscan Order
information meeting
LAFAYETTE — The Frater-
nity of Franciscan Seculars

will hold an information
meeting at 2:15 p.m. Sun-
day, April 15, in the St.
Michael Center, 816 North
St., across from St. Boniface
Church and School. All are
invited to come and learn
about St. Francis and the
formation process for enter-
ing the Secular Franciscan
Order. For more informa-
tion, call Carolyn Pruitt at
765-474-6796.

Concert
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Master Chorale
will present the concert “A
Peaceable Kingdom” at 4
p.m. Sunday, April 15, at St.
Boniface Church, 318 N.
Ninth St. Randall Thomp-
son’s a cappella work “A
Peaceable Kingdom” will be
the cornerstone of the pro-
gram, commemorating 50
years since the assassination
of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Other music celebrating
our American heritage will
be featured, including selec-
tions by composers Alice
Parker and Moses Hogan.
Minnesota composer
Stephen Paulus’ “A Dream
of Time” will complete the

concert, incorporating the
theme of Bach’s “Dona
Nobis Pacem” from the
“Mass in B Minor.” Cost is
$20 for adults, $10 for stu-
dents ages 18 and older and
free for those ages 17 and
younger. For more informa-
tion, visit lafayettemaster
chorale.org. All are invited
to attend.

Schoenstatt holy hour
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to gather for a
Schoenstatt holy hour with
Father Cassian Sama, OP, at
7 p.m. Tuesday, April 17, in
St. Thomas Aquinas
Church. The evening will
include adoration, recitation
of the rosary, a homily and
Benediction.

Faithful City Prayer Group
LAFAYETTE — The Faithful
City Prayer Group, a charis-
matic prayer group, will
meet for an evening of
praise and worship at 7
p.m. Thursday, April 19, in
the Bishop Carberry Room
of the Cathedral of St. Mary
of the Immaculate Concep-
tion. The group meets in a
Catholic environment to
praise God, share his Word
and exercise the gifts of the
Holy Spirit. For more infor-
mation, call Chuck Bunnell
at 765-296-6955.

Hog roast and 
cornhole tournament
ALEXANDRIA — All are
invited to attend a hog roast
and cornhole tournament
on Saturday, April 21, at St.
Mary School, 820 W. Madi-
son. The hog roast will be
held from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. The cornhole tourna-
ment will begin at 5:30
p.m.; first-, second- and
third-place prizes will be
awarded. For more informa-
tion, call 765-724-4459.

Trinity Free Clinic 
fund-raiser
CARMEL — The Trinity
Free Clinic will host its
spring fund-raiser, “Taste
Sip Savor,” from 6:30 p.m.
to 9:30 p.m. Saturday, April
21, at the Bridgewater Club
in Carmel. The evening will
be a casual night of fellow-
ship with good friends and
great food. Guests will
enjoy samples from some of
central Indiana’s finest
restaurants, wineries, brew-
eries and bakeries. Atten-
dees also will have an
opportunity to win a dream
vacation through the

“Dream Trip Raffle.” Cost is
$75 per person for general
admission to the event or
$100 for “VIP” admission.
Register online at TasteSip
Savor.com. For more infor-
mation, call Autumn
Zawadzki at 317-669-6926
or e-mail autumn@
trinityfreeclinic.org. All are
invited to attend. Trinity
Free Clinic is a faith-based
nonprofit free medical and
dental clinic located in
Carmel. It is dedicated to
providing free medical and
dental care to the unin-
sured, underinsured and
low-income families of
Hamilton County. Last year,
the clinic cared for more
than 3,600 patients, provid-
ing almost $1.4 million in
care. Sponsors of the spring
fund-raiser include St. Vin-
cent, Performance Services,
the City of Carmel and the
City of Noblesville.

Cemetery clean-up day
LAFAYETTE — A cemetery
clean-up day will be held
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Satur-
day, April 21, at St. Boniface
Cemetery. All are invited to
participate.

The Call youth retreat
KOKOMO — The Call, an
annual two-day high-school
retreat open to all teens of
the Lafayette diocese, will
be held Saturday, April 28,
and Sunday, April 29, at St.
Joan of Arc Church. All
high-school teens in grades
9-12 are invited and encour-
aged to attend. This year's
retreat will be led by an
NET Ministries team of
Catholic young adults, who
have been well trained to
share and express their faith
through talks, witnesses,
music, games, dramas and
other activities. The retreat
also will feature small-
group sessions, a chance for
fellowship with other teens,
Eucharistic adoration, Mass
and an opportunity for the
sacrament of reconciliation.
All attending must submit a
completed registration form
and payment. Cost is $35
per teen or adult chaperone,
which includes meals,
retreat materials and a T-
shirt. To register, fill out a
registration form and sub-
mit with a check made out
to St. Joan of Arc Church.
Registration deadline is
April 15. For more informa-
tion, visit www.saintjoan.
org or contact Brian Camp-
bell at 765-865-9967 or

bcampbell@saintjoan.org.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.
Those wishing to make a
first-time (or another) week-
end may apply at
www.wwme.org. Upcoming
weekends to be held in Indi-
anapolis include April 27-
29. Couples who already
have participated in a Mar-
riage Encounter Weekend
are invited to join monthly
Sharing Circles. For more
information, e-mail
kenannme@comcast.net.

Cursillo ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will sponsor an ultreya,
a coming together of the
Cursillo community, at 7
p.m. Saturday, April 28, in
the lower level of the parish
hall at St. Lawrence Church.
All Cursillistas and friends
are welcome to attend.
Those attending are asked
to bring a snack or beverage
to share. For more informa-
tion, contact Jeff and Mar-
lene Jarboe at 765-567-2216
or jmj357mmj@gmail.com.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, May 4, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

Kids’ Page on Page 16
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Get the daily Bible readings
sent to your e-mail 

every morning! 
Sign up at www.usccb.org/

bible/readings

Get your copy of the

2018 Diocesan Directory

Contains listings of: schools, parishes, Mass schedules, priests,

seminarians, e-mail addresses & much more!

Number of directories ______ @ $15 ea. = $_______

Total enclosed $___________

Please send my directory to:

Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________________

State ____________     Zip __________________________________

Clip and return coupon along with your payment to: 

Directory, PO Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902-1603

Please make your check payable to the Diocese of Lafayette Read an interesting article? Share it with a friend!

St. Mary’s School • Alexandria
820 West Madison (765) 724-4459

Hog Roast
4:30 to 
6:30 p.m.

Corn Hole
Tournament
Starts at 5:30 p.m.
1st, 2nd, 3rd PrizesSaturday, April 21

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Norbert D. “Norb” Pilotte, 91, died March 27.
Dr. Robert J. Madden, 93, died March 28. Both
were members of Our Lady of the Lakes in Monti-
cello.

Artie Badger, 81, died March 27. She was a mem-
ber of St. Mary in Anderson.

Phyllis J. Farmer, 84, died March 28. She was a
member of St. Paul in Marion.

Mary Elizabeth Penix, 91, died March 21. She
was a member of Blessed Sacrament in West
Lafayette.

Favio Leon, 74, died March 24. Edward Hickner,
76, died March 26. Both were members of St. Boni-
face in Lafayette.

Loren Fullenkamp, 76, died March 27. He was a
member of Immaculate Conception in Portland.

Barbara Jean Kingma, 88, died March 28.
Dorothy Ann Lidester, 91, died March 29. Both
were members of the Cathedral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception in Lafayette.

James C. Worden, 85, died April 3. He was a
member of St. Augustine in Rensselaer.

John J. Jakupco, 91, died March 31. He was a
member of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Carmel.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Marian Arbuckle, 86, died April 3. A member of
St. Joan of Arc in Kokomo, she was the mother of
Father Matthew Arbuckle.

HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Schoenstatt event
WEST LAFAYETTE
— All are invited
to attend a Schoen-
statt event on Sat-
urday morning,
May 5, at the
Church of the
Blessed Sacrament.
The morning will
begin with a scrip-
tural rosary at 7:45
a.m., followed by
Mass at 8:30 a.m.
Light refreshments
will be available in
the Holy Cross
Room at 9:15 a.m.
before a talk by
Ann Astell, a
Schoenstatt Sister
of Mary and pro-
fessor of theology
at Notre Dame,
about examining
our life in the light
of Mary.

Auction
MARION — St.
Paul School will
hold its 33rd annu-
al auction beginning at 6:30
p.m. Friday, May 11, in the
school gymnasium. The
purpose of the auction is to
raise funds for school needs,
including scholarships,
improved technology and
increased school security.
Friends, alumni and com-
munity supporters are invit-
ed to attend the event. This
year’s theme will be “The
Greatest Spectacle in Excel-
lence,” an Indianapolis 500
victory banquet theme. New
for 2018 will be online bid-
ding for silent auction
items. Reservations are $50
per person, which includes

wine, hors d’oeuvres, din-
ner and dessert. Reserva-
tions may be made online at
bidpal.net/stpaulauction.
Reservation deadline is
April 27. Raffle tickets also
are available for a chance to
win $10,000 given away at
the auction. A maximum of
250 raffle tickets will be sold
at $100 each. Raffle winners
need not be present to win.
For more information or to
purchase a raffle ticket, call
765-662-2883 between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Rosary at 
the grotto
ALEXANDRIA —
All are welcome to
come to the grotto
at St. Mary Church
in Alexandria to
pray the rosary at
7 p.m. on the 13th
of each month
from May through
October. Join the
Daughters of
Isabella in reciting
the rosary as Our
Lady of Fatima
requested. Those
attending are
encouraged to
bring their
rosaries, lawn
chairs, family and
friends. If raining,
bring umbrellas; in
case of stormy
weather, the rosary
will be prayed
inside the church.

Women’s Club
luncheon
CARMEL — The

St. Elizabeth Seton Women’s
Club invites all women to
its spring luncheon at 11
a.m. Wednesday, May 16, at
the Bridgewater Country
Club. In addition to lunch,
there will be a flower
arranging demonstration by
experts from Rusted Win-
dow, a pop-up store and gift
card raffle. Paid reserva-
tions of $25 must be made
by May 13. Registration is
available online at
https://bit.ly/2Isinbw, in
the parish office, or before
and after Masses on May 5-
6. For more information, call
317-846-3850.

Fish fry co-chairman “Gil Maneater” (aka
Bob Becker) draws attention during a
recent Friday in Lent for the Knights of
Columbus Council 9706 annual fish fry at
Our Lady of Grace Parish in Noblesville.
The fish fry is the council’s largest fund-
raiser, with more than 2,000 meals served
during Lent. (Photo provided)



The Catholic MomentApril 15, 2018 Page 7

Silent retreat 
opportunity for women

Women ages 19 and
older are invited to come
and enjoy a weekend expe-
rience of the wonder of
silence and Scripture in the
beautiful confines of the
Saint Joseph Retreat &
Conference Center. The
silent retreat will begin at 6
p.m. Friday, April 27, and
end at 3 p.m. Sunday, April
29. The retreat will include
six meals, Mass, holy hour,
a daily conference on
prayer, and quiet time to
reflect on the Scriptures.
Registration is requested
by April 25. Please let us
know of any dietary
restrictions. Cost is $175
per person. For more infor-
mation, contact Father
David Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585 or Samir Azer
at sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570.

Day of reflection 
for the feast of 

St. Joseph the Worker

All are invited to gather
at the Saint Joseph Retreat
& Conference Center on
Tuesday, May 1, for a day
of reflection and celebra-
tion of the feast day of the
center’s patron: St. Joseph.
The day will include talks
on devotions to St. Joseph
and a reflection on the feast
of St. Joseph the Worker in
the life of the Church.
Mass, confession, lunch,
and plenty of time for
prayer and reflection will
be included in the day. The
day will begin at 9 a.m.
and end at 3 p.m. Cost is
$25 per person. Deadline

for registration is April 24.
For more information, con-
tact Father David Huem-
mer at fr.dhuemmer@dol-
in.org or 765-551-9585 or
Samir Azer at sazer@dol-
in.org or 765-551-9570.

Desert Day: 
Letting it go for a day

Tired of all the demands
tugging at you? Do you
feel like you could use
some space to get away?
Come to the Saint Joseph
Retreat & Conference Cen-
ter for a day of quiet and
solitude on Tuesday, May
8. Enjoy the beautiful and
peaceful grounds, visit the
shrines, make the Way of
the Cross, and spend time

in one of our comfortable
rooms on the full-service
floor, or in the chapel for
prayer with the Lord. The
day will include a room
from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m., as
well as lunch. Mass and
confession also will be
available during the day.
Cost is $40 per person,
which includes room and
lunch. Deadline for regis-
tration is May 1. For more
information, contact Father
David Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9585 or Samir Azer
at sazer@dol-in.org or 765-
551-9570.

Nature and Scripture
retreat

“The earth is the Lord’s
and everything in it” (Psalm
24).

Spring is a wonderful
time to get outdoors and

experience the beauty of
God’s good earth. Come
and join us for a midweek
retreat to experience the
magnificence of our
grounds in conjunction
with the Scriptures. The
retreat will start at 10 a.m.
Tuesday, May 22, and end
at 3 p.m. Thursday, May
24. The retreat will include
six meals, Mass, a daily
conference on praying with
God’s word, and quiet time
to enjoy the natural world.
Pack appropriately for out-
door weather and please let
us know of any dietary
restrictions. Registration is
requested by May 18. Cost
is $185 per person. For
more information, contact
Father David Huemmer at
fr.dhuemmer@dol-in.org
or 765-551-9585 or Samir
Azer at sazer@dol-in.org or
765-551-9570.

Upcoming events and retreats at Saint Joseph Retreat & Conference Center

USCCB president praises pope for ‘powerful words’
By Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) —
The president of the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops said he is grateful to
Pope Francis for “his power-
ful, straightforward words”
in “Gaudete et Exsultate”
(“Rejoice and Be Glad”), his
apostolic exhortation on “the
call to holiness in today’s
world.”

“Pope Francis is very
clear,” said Cardinal Daniel
N. DiNardo of Galveston-
Houston. “He is doing his
duty as the vicar of Christ,
by strongly urging each and
every Christian to freely, and
without any qualifications,
acknowledge and be open to
what God wants them to be
— that is ‘to be holy, as he is
holy’ (1 Pet 1:15).

“The mission entrusted to
each of us in the waters of
baptism was simple — by
God’s grace and power, we
are called to become saints,”
the cardinal added in a state-
ment April 9, the day the
Vatican released the docu-
ment.

All Christians are called to
be saints, not “plastic statues
of saints,” the pope wrote,
but real people who make
time for prayer and who
show loving care for others
in the simplest gestures.

Pope Francis is calling
each Christian to “acknowl-
edge and be open to what
God wants them to be,” Car-
dinal DiNardo said.

He said the words from
the document that jumped
out at him when he first read
them were: “Do not be afraid
of holiness.”

“In a way, each one of us
has a fear of striving for holi-
ness — a fear that we would
be mocked, ignored, or even
hated by others because we
would stand out,” Cardinal
DiNardo said in his state-

ment. “Yet that is what the
Lord has called each and
every person to! Pope Fran-
cis calls us out: A Christian
cannot think of his or her
mission on earth without
seeing it as a path of holi-
ness, for ‘this is the will of
God, your sanctification.’”

Pope Francis “describes
how holiness comes through
the daily struggles each of us
face,” the cardinal said. “In
the ordinary course of each
day, the pope reminds us,
‘We need to recognize and
combat our aggressive and

selfish inclinations, and not
let them take root.’ Yet, he
says, this ‘battle is sweet, for
it allows us to rejoice each
time the Lord triumphs in
our lives.’”

Cardinal DiNardo also
pointed in particular to a
paragraph that discusses
“the continuing need we
have for civility in all our
interactions, especially in the
media.”

“‘Christians too,’ the Holy
Father writes, ‘can be caught
up in networks of verbal vio-
lence through the Internet
and the various forums of
digital communication,’” the
cardinal said, quoting from
the exhortation. “‘This can
be true even in Catholic
media. Even in our heated
disagreements with one
another, we always need to
remember that it is God who
judges, not man (James
4:12).’”

The cardinal encouraged
all Christians, in celebrating
the joy of Easter and Christ’s
resurrection, to “rekindle
their baptismal call” by read-
ing “Gaudete et Exsultate,”
especially “the beautiful sec-
tion on the beatitudes.”

By exploring the Eight
Beatitudes and “offering
examples of how to live out
our call to holiness in every-
day life, the Holy Father has

given us a wonderful tool for
renewing our love for God
and for each other,” Cardinal
DiNardo added.

Reaction to the pope’s
new document from around
the United States included a
reflection from New Jersey
Bishop David M. O’Connell
of Trenton.

“The pope cautions the
reader that this document ‘is
not meant to be a treatise’ or
an academic, doctrinal text,”
the bishop said. “It is pro-
posed and intended to be a
personal, pastoral and prac-
tical invitation to each and
every one of us in the
Church to draw closer to the
Lord Jesus Christ in our
everyday lives.

“This exhortation ...
speaks in simple, accessible
language in an attempt to
redirect our attention to the
everyday ‘holiness’ that we
are called to live,” he said.

“... Just what is a ‘univer-
sal call to holiness?’ What
does it mean?” Pope Francis
answers these questions in
his new document, Bishop
O’Connell said.

“As the pope says in the
exhortation, ‘We are all
called to be holy by living
our lives and by bearing wit-
ness in everything we do,
wherever we find our-
selves,’” he added.

Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston marks a
woman’s forehead with a cross during an Ash Wednesday
Mass. (CNS photo/James Ramos, Texas Catholic Herald)

Copyright Catholic News Service

Please see your weekly print 
edition for full content.
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(Continued from Page 1)

“The love for God when
we pray together and work
together brings out the best
in us,” Father Sama said. 

“Our culture is very nega-
tive and we serve time
instead of time serving us,”
he said. “We need to live in
the moment and the stu-
dents enjoyed that. There’s a
generational shift as these
students are rebelling
against culture and seeking
meaning and truth. The trips
provide a safe place to
review what is bothering
them in their heart. That is
where healing happens.
With trust, they hope life can
be better than what they are
experiencing.”

T he week began early
on a Saturday morn-
ing in the parking lot

at St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish. After Father Sama
blessed the group’s four
vehicles, everyone began the
drive to an overnight stop in
Memphis. Conversation,
prayer, singing and dancing
in each car helped the group
begin to form bonds. 

After arriving in Ten-
nessee, everyone walked to a
local barbecue restaurant for
dinner and then explored
downtown before returning
to sleep on the floor of St.
Peter Church. The next
morning included Mass with
the pastor, Father Augustine
De Armond, OP, and morn-
ing prayer. 

Then it was off to New
Orleans, where the accom-
modations were communal
rooms filled with bunk beds
in the St. Jude Community
Center, where the homeless
are served breakfast and
lunch. 

After evening prayer, the
group was welcomed at
Tulane University’s Catholic
Center. The center’s chap-
lain, Father Thomas Schaef-
gan, OP, and staff members
had prepared a simple meal
of Haitian soup to share with
Tulane students.  

“Mission trips challenge
students to broaden world
views and empower individ-
uals,” said Purdue senior
Greg Bandy. “Perspectives
change to see a world that
they can serve, without
expecting anything in
return. In New Orleans, the
constant generosity we saw
matched this new perspec-
tive. Each day at St. Jude’s, a
loving couple selflessly fed

the city’s homeless. At the
Habitat build site, Ameri-
Corps volunteers barely a
year older than some of us
told inspiring stories of
adventure in serving others.
We were welcomed with
open arms by nuns and
priests dedicated to Christ’s
mission, whose belief in us
to serve others compassion-
ately was resolute. Their
example illustrated God’s
call to serve selflessly and
created a foundation of
empathy in us.  

“Mission trips also
empower students with con-
fidence to take ownership as
new leaders of faith,” Bandy
said. “As leaders, we set new
goals and dreams for our
parishes, creating a roof of
security that ensures the
future and prosperity of the
Church. Four mission trips
in the past year have shown
me how great Catholics are
built through a foundation
of empathy, walls of inclu-
sion, and roofs limited only
by our ambitions. These par-
allel a strong and stable
house: a foundation to
anchor, interlocking walls
for stability, and roof to pro-
vide shelter. Spending a
week together and taking
advantage of every possible
moment together fills this
‘mission trip house’ with a
group of faith-filled and like-
minded people.  

“Our time in New Orleans
gave me so much personal-
ly,” he said. “Each person I
met and spent time with in
New Orleans has been an
inspiration for me. Without a
doubt, this is a group of
amazing people and even
better Catholics. I will

always be grateful to them
for showing me Christ’s love
and encouraging me to share
that love with others.” 

Each day, the group ate
the same breakfast as the
homeless and packed sack
lunches with food offered by
the shelter. Several evening
meals were eaten at St.
Jude’s, alongside other mis-
sionaries who also were
staying there. Purdue’s
morning and evening
prayers brought a hush over
the dining room, and often
other group members joined
in. 

“If you had told me as a
freshman at Purdue that I
would spend my senior
spring break helping build
houses for Habitat for
Humanity, I would have
thought you were crazy,”
said Megan Moore. “Sure, I
had developed a surface
level understanding of the
importance of serving others
that was developed from the
‘service hour’ days that my
Catholic school education
required of me, but why
would I give up my week of
sun and beachside cocktails?

“I knew deep down, and
God knew for sure, that I
needed something more,”
she said. “I needed to experi-
ence the true importance of
being a servant leader. Meet-
ing people who have a true
dedication and calling to
spend their lives serving oth-
ers can give you a new life
perspective. It might even
set you on a new path. As a
sales major, there are many
opportunities and different
types of industries I could
work in. After this week, I
now have a desire to deeply

consider working for a non-
profit organization. I know I
want a career that makes me
happy through following
God’s plan, and this week
opened my heart to that con-
sideration. For now, I’ll just
keep praying.  

“I will be forever grateful
for this opportunity and
time spent with the people
from AmeriCorps and with
my fellow parishioners at St.
Tom’s,” she said. “I will be
forever blessed to have got-
ten the opportunity to spend
time with these God-filled
people.” 

The group’s first full day
was spent in Baton Rouge
working with sisters of St.
Teresa of Calcutta’s Mission-
aries of Charity. Six sisters
live, work and pray at St.
Agnes Church, using the for-
mer St. Agnes School as a
shelter for homeless women
and small children, a soup
kitchen, and offering cate-
chism.

Purdue senior Dani Bader
has been on three St. Thomas
Aquinas mission trips. 

“This one has truly
exceeded every expectation I
ever had,” she said. “Mis-
sion trips are a funny mix of
this fire in your soul to serve,
but also a way to learn
humility and grace. Typical-
ly, people see mission trips
as a way for us to serve those
who have less than us, but
through service, you realize
that the people you are serv-
ing give you much more
than what you gave. 

“Working with the Mis-
sionaries of Charity, I had
the immense honor of mop-
ping the floor with Sister
Dominique,” Bader said.

“Mopping doesn’t seem par-
ticularly great or exciting
(full disclosure — that was
the first time I had ever
mopped a floor.) But with
patience and grace, Sister
Dominique taught me to
mop the floor with ‘great
love.’ She kept repeating the
Mother Teresa quote, ‘Do
small things with great
love.’”

The rest of the week was
spent working on a Habitat
for Humanity house that
was supervised by Ameri-
Corps workers. (Ameri-
Corps programs offer thou-
sands of diverse service
opportunities throughout
the United States.) The
group arrived to find the
frame of a house, and by the
end of the week had covered
it in sheathing and blue
board, put up interior walls
with sheathing, constructed
stairs for the porch and put
trusses on the roof.

Dinners were shared with
members of a Presbyterian
church that was sponsoring
the Habitat house build, and
with Dominican priests in
New Orleans. 

Daily Masses were cele-
brated at Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church across
from the St. Jude Center,
with the sisters at the shelter,
and at St. Anthony of Padua
Church.

The group shared evening
walks with a caveat for cau-
tion in the city. One morning
brought the shocking discov-
ery of vandalism to one of the
rental vehicles. The team
came up with a plan, and
most of the group headed to
the Habitat site, while others
dealt with police and acquir-
ing a replacement vehicle.

On the way home to West
Lafayette, there was a last
stop at the Shrine of the Most
Blessed Sacrament, built by
Mother Angelica, the
founder of Eternal Word
Television Network. 

Anna Hagedorn said she
will always remember the
trip to New Orleans. 

“While a relaxing break at
home with my family or a
trip to the beach would have
been nice, devoting my week
to the service of others was
far more fruitful,” she said.
“This is only the second mis-
sion trip that I have partici-
pated in, but it has sparked
my love and desire to be the
hands and feet of Jesus
Christ to those around the
world. 

(Continued on Page 9)

Students spend spring break in service to others
Purdue
senior Dani
Bader, left,
has been on
three St.
Thomas
Aquinas
Parish mis-
sion trips.
Her service
this year
included time
spent mop-
ping floors
with the Mis-
sionaries of
Charity who
serve in
Baton
Rouge.
(Photo by
Caroline B.
Mooney)
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Apartments for rent

The Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana has two apartments avail-
able for rent, located at 512 Kossuth St. Apartment #4 is a two-
bedroom, one-bath for $650/month. Apartment #5 is a two-
bedroom, two-bath for $750/month. Both apartments have 
access to laundry facilities, trash service and their own garage
parking spot. Tenants are responsible for all utilities. Please
contact Robin Caldanaro at 765-269-4622 for more informa-
tion.

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the

Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. 

Visit the U.S. 
bishops’ Web site:

www.usccb.org.

Change of address?  Send it to us at moment@dol-in.org!

‘I cannot thank God enough for this opportunity ...’
(Continued from Page 8)

“On the drive to New
Orleans, I was a little ner-
vous,” Hagedorn said. “I
knew most of the people to a
degree, but I did not yet
know how we would all
mesh together. I had never
done work with Habitat, but
was eager for the physical
labor and to see the progress
we would make. 

“As the hours and miles
passed on our journey south,
we started to open up and
learn more about one anoth-
er,” she said. “This only
increased as the days passed.
At Habitat, we did a lot of
hammering, sawing, lifting
and bonding. I kept think-
ing, ‘How cool is this? All of
us made the same decision
to forego a typical spring
break vacation to do dirty,
sweaty work, and we are so
happy to be doing it.’

“This joy can only be
explained through sacrificial
love,” she said. “Throughout
the week, we explored the
city, laughed, ate together,
went to holy Mass, prayed
together, and spent the
nights talking about where
we think God may be taking
us. I learned numerous
lessons from my fellow mis-
sionaries and I saw Christ in
each of them in unique
ways. Watching the bless-
ings that God has poured
out in each of their lives and
seeing them respond is an
inspiration. It has allowed

me to recognize the gifts and
graces that have been given
to me, and ponder how God
is asking me to use them for
his glory.”

A junior at Purdue, Hage-
dorn said she hasn’t felt
enthusiastic about graduate
school, but now is looking
into one- or two-year volun-
teer programs.  

“I realized through my
friends, the religious we met,
and those we served that
Christ has given me a heart

to love to a great extent,” she
said. “I cannot thank God
enough for giving me this
opportunity and these peo-
ple to work alongside. Our
time together has formed a
friendship with a strength
that can only be grown in the
love of Christ. As we
received the sacraments
together and served the Lord
together, I have gained the
courage to allow God to
shape me into the woman
that he destined. I have a

new, ardent desire to carry
my crosses, and to take each
sacrificial, self-denying, yet
freeing, step to become the
saint that he calls me to be.
As St. Catherine of Siena
says, ‘Be who God meant
you to be and you will set
the world on fire.’ I pray for
the grace to do just that.”

Senior Ben Sasin said that
traveling with a group of
like-minded, faith-filled peo-
ple made a big impact on
him. 

“I could have easily gone
with some buddies to Flori-
da, but I wanted more,”
Sasin said. “I knew that God
had bigger plans for me and
I wanted to use my last
opportunity in college
to grow in faith with my
peers.

“Starting off, we were all a
bit anxious about what the
week had in store for us,” he
said. “After spending hours
together traveling, we were
able to bond. I had gotten to
know Father Cassian —
someone I have been trying
to get to know for all four
years in college. 

“From sleeping under the
same roof to building a
house and exploring the
French Quarter, we built up
a feeling of family and
togetherness,” Sasin said.
“We come from many back-
grounds, so our Catholic
faith is our common bond. It
was apparent that God was
at work during our trip
because we experienced
peace and harmony despite
any challenges that came our
way. 

“The week flew by in a
flash, and since we returned
we have tried to relive the
moment by spending our
time studying and hanging
around one another,” he
said. 

“Beyond the years of col-
lege, it is clear to see that this
group will be the light of
Christ to the world and
make a lasting impact.”

Mission trip participants worked on a Habitat for Humanity house during their time in
New Orleans. “The love for God when we pray together and work together brings out
the best in us,” said Father Cassian Sama, OP, who led the trip.

Is God 
calling you 

to religious life?
Young men and women 
considering religious life

may contact 
Father Dale Ehrman, vicar
for the clergy, permanent 
diaconate and vocations.

E-mail:
dehrman@dol-in.org

Visit the Web site at:
www.dol-in.org/vocations
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Hundreds have shared in spring break mission trips since 2008
By Caroline B. Mooney
The Catholic Moment

WEST LAFAYETTE —
Since 2008, St. Thomas
Aquinas Parish has been
sending students and resi-
dent parishioners on mission
trips during Purdue Univer-
sity’s spring break. 

The first trip was to New
Orleans in response to dev-
astation caused by Hurri-
cane Katrina in 2005. The
parish now has six different
mission trips with more than
100 participants.

“We sent 27 people to
New Orleans the first time
and the next year we sent
55,” said Father Patrick
Baikauskas, OP, pastor of St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish. “I
remember those groups and
how proud I was of them.
We never had any problems
with our students — they
were the standard that other
college groups were mea-
sured against.” 

Many of the groups work
at Habitat for Humanity
sites, along with service at
schools, shelters, soup
kitchens and other commu-
nity work. 

St. Thomas Aquinas
Parish ministers to an esti-
mated 11,800 Catholic stu-
dents on campus.

Father Baikauskas saw a
need to create additional
mission trip opportunities
for students, and a group
was sent to Pensacola, Fla.,
in 2011. 

“That was an interesting
experience because the same
year Katrina hit New
Orleans, a hurricane had hit
Pensacola and left a lot of
destruction,” he said. “When
Katrina hit, all the money
and all the interest went to
New Orleans. People forgot
Pensacola. They’ve had an
ongoing project to build 150
homes and we’ve been
working on that ever since.”

When Dee Bernhardt,
assistant director to campus
ministry, came to St. Thomas
Aquinas, she had been
working in the Mississippi
Delta, and asked to take a
group to Jonestown, Miss.,
to work with Habitat, rehab
older homes and work on
social service projects.

The parish also took a trip
to Tennessee in 2012, “so we
had four — to Pensacola,
New Orleans, Mississippi
and Tennessee,” Father
Baikauskas said. “When
Grant Freeman, assistant
director to campus ministry,

joined the staff,
we looked for
other opportuni-
ties. We don’t
want groups to
be too big. It’s
not the experi-
ence we want
kids to have —
when you have
smaller commu-
nities, you can
get to know
everybody.”

Freeman led a
trip to a
monastery in
Iowa and since
has been taking a
group to Clear
Creek, Okla.,
where the male
students stay
with monks and
females stay
with Benedictine
sisters.

Two years
ago, the parish
added a Cuba
trip and last year,
a Flint, Mich.,
trip.

The groups range in size,
but “we like to have 15 to 25
people in each group,”
Father Baikauskas said.
“Those are good sizes for
students to have the kind of
rich experience we want
them to have — of building

community, getting to know
one another, and being able
to have reflections at night
without being intimidated
by an overwhelming num-
ber of people.”

At a callout meeting, it is
made clear that “we are not a

service club send-
ing people on
mission — we are
the Church,” he
said. “And God
has selected each
of them to be on a
mission trip for a
very particular
reason. They may
find out by the
end of the trip
what that reason
was or they may
never find out.
They may not
know until they
are in heaven. But
there is a particu-
lar reason why
they have been
called to go. 

“We want it to
be a prayerful
experience, with
Mass every day,
morning and
evening prayer.
That’s a very
important part of
our trip,” Father
Baikauskas said.
“I try to explain to

our students that it is a sense
of mission and ministry. The
vast majority of our kids are
Catholic, but we always
have some non-Catholics.
They go with the under-
standing that they are
expected to participate in

prayer, be present for Mass
and participate in it in a
prayerful way. It is a very
important part of setting a
tone and an experience they
have. Many of the students
have never prayed the Litur-
gy of the Hours or gone to
daily Mass.”

Priests are always avail-
able so groups can have
daily Mass. The resident
priests from St. Thomas
Aquinas go on trips, and
planning at the other sites
includes finding available
priests. 

Resident parishioners also
have been faithful in partici-
pating in the trips. 

Groups in Cuba and Okla-
homa didn’t have Wi-Fi ser-
vice, and some of the stu-
dents got so used to it that
they have stopped using
some of their social media
since returning home.

“We’ve become pretty
well known around the
country for our mission
trips,” Father Baikauskas
said. “We hope that these
students don’t come back
and just say they’re really
appreciative of what they
have. If Mother Teresa went
out to the streets of Calcutta
and came back saying, ‘That
made me appreciate all I
had,’ we would never have
heard of her. It’s got to call
us to more. 

“The solidarity we have,
that the people served are
our brothers and sisters and
we are called to be the face of
Jesus Christ to those we
encounter — that’s what I
want the students to take
away, and hopefully instill in
them a desire to continue to
serve. I hope it’s not a one-
time thing.”

All students are asked to
pay a fee for trips and to
raise money through
requests, as well as partici-
pating in parish dinners and
local charitable events.

“If students can’t afford
the trips, the parish will get
them there,” Father
Baikauskas said. “We’ll find
the financing for that — we
always do — our parish-
ioners and families are very
generous. We are always
able to send everyone who
wants to go.”

The parish also has made
trips to Haiti during winter
break and will add a sum-
mer trip this year due to stu-
dent request. A group will
run a basketball camp while
four women want to work in
an orphanage.

“We want (the mission trips) to be a prayerful experience,” said Father Patrick
Baikauskas, OP, pastor of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in West Lafayette. Above: Father
Cassian Sama, OP, celebrates Mass in Baton Rouge during one of this year’s mission
trips. (Photo by Caroline B. Mooney)

(Photo provided)
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Kids’ Page Answers on Page 4

The Kids’ Page is created by Catholic artist Mario Macari of Greenfield, Wis., and edited by the staff of the Catholic Herald in Milwaukee.

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty recently visited St. Lawrence School in
Lafayette. He celebrated Mass with the school community and also visit-

ed some classrooms. Above right is the bishop with second-graders and
teacher Mary Ann Grove. (Photos provided)
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