
Serving the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana Volume 73, Number 41        November 19, 2017

The Catholic Moment
Bishop
Doherty
writes
about a
moral 
compass,
Page 2.

Pope puts

John Paul I

on path to

canonization
By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Pope Francis recognized
that Pope John Paul I, who
served only 33 days as pope,
lived the Christian virtues in
a heroic way.

The Vatican announced
Pope Fran-
cis’ deci-
sion Nov. 9.
It marks
the first
major step
on the path
to canon-
ization for
the pope
who died
in 1978 at
the age of 65, shocking the
world and a Church that
had just mourned the death
of Blessed Paul VI.

Pope Francis would have
to recognize a miracle attrib-
uted to the late pope’s inter-
cession in order for him to
be beatified, the next step
toward sainthood. A second
miracle would be needed for
canonization.

Stefania Falasca, vice pos-
tulator of Pope John Paul’s

(Continued on Page 10)

Beekeepers Alex Nagel and Eli Dobson check out the hive at St. Augustine Parish in
Rensselaer. (Photo by Jean Giesige)

Youth group activity turns into a sweet fund-raiser

The honeybees of St. A’s
By Jean Giesige

RENSSELAER — Con-
sider the lilies of the field;
they neither toil nor spin
(Luke 12:27).

But now consider the
honeybees, which do both.

Honeybees toil in the
sunshine through the
warm months, searching
for the nectar of flowering

plants to bring back to
their colony, their commu-
nity, in the hive. They spin
when they find a particu-
larly productive patch of
flowers, gyrating for their
fellow worker bees to tell
them how to find that
flower patch.

Honeybees also build
hives with an architectural
skill that is unsurpassed in

the animal kingdom. They
protect and nurture their
queen and her young. In
all their efforts they sup-
port each other and as a
byproduct, through their
pollination of plants, they
support our natural world.

There are a lot of lessons
to be learned in the lives
and hives of the bees, and

(Continued on Page 4)
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Conference puts focus on call to be ‘missionary disciples’
By Jesica E. Hollinger
The Catholic Moment

CARMEL — Nearly 200
teachers of the Catholic faith
from across the Lafayette
diocese gathered for their
own spiritual growth and
development at the Mission-
ary Discipleship Conference
held on Nov. 4 at St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Parish.

Bishop Timothy L. Doher-
ty began the day by celebrat-
ing Mass, which was fol-
lowed by an awards celebra-
tion for catechists. 

The day’s activities
included nationally recog-
nized speakers and breakout
sessions that explored how
Scripture calls catechists to

encounter Christ through
missionary discipleship.

Jonathan Sullivan, execu-
tive director of the diocesan
Department of Pastoral Min-
istries, explained that the
name for the conference
changed this year; it was
previously referred to as
Catechetical Day. 

“As Pope Francis reminds
us, all the faithful are called
to be missionary disciples —
not just catechists and reli-
gion teachers,” Sullivan
said. 

“As a result, we decided
to broaden the scope of the
day and invite liturgists,
youth ministers and others

(Continued on Page 8)
The daylong conference drew participants from parishes
across the Lafayette diocese. (Photo by Jesica Hollinger)

Cardinal:
USCCB’s
mission as
vital as ever
By Julie Asher 
Catholic News Service

BALTIMORE (CNS) —
The mission of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops
is as timely now as 100 years
ago when the conference
was founded as a “wise and
Spirit-filled response to the
immense suffering and dis-
placement” caused by
World War I, the Vatican sec-
retary of state said Nov. 12.

“The Church in your
country
seeks to
bring not
only mater-
ial assis-
tance, but
also the
spiritual
balm of
healing,
comfort
and hope 

to new waves of migrants
and refugees who come
knocking on America’s
door,” Cardinal Pietro
Parolin said.

He made the remarks in
his homily at a Mass cele-
brating the USCCB’s cente-
nary in Baltimore on the eve

(Continued on Page 3)

Cardinal
Parolin

Copyright Catholic 
News Service

Find the entire content 
in your weekly print 

subscription!

Copyright Catholic 
News Service

Find the entire content 
in your weekly print 

subscription!



The Catholic MomentPage 2 November 19, 2017

1) Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-
20, 30-31
2) 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6
3) Gospel: Matthew 25:14-
30

Monday, Nov. 20
1) 1 Maccabees 1:10-15,
41-43, 54-57, 62-63
2) Gospel: Luke 18:35-43

Tuesday, Nov. 21
1) 2 Maccabees 6:18-31
2) Gospel: Luke 19:1-10

Wednesday, Nov. 22
1) 2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31
2) Gospel: Luke 19:11-28

Thursday, Nov. 23
1) 1 Maccabees 2:15-29
2) Gospel: Luke 19:41-44

Friday, Nov. 24
1) 1 Maccabees 4:36-37,
52-59
2) Gospel: Luke 19:45-48

Saturday, Nov. 25
1) 1 Maccabees 6:1-13
2) Gospel: Luke 20:27-40

The texts of Scripture
readings for the Mass for
every day of the week are
linked to the diocesan Web
site at www.dol-in.org.

November 19
33rd Sunday

in Ordinary Time
Cycle A Readings:
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A moral compass

A t the Council of Trent in the
16th century, Catholic teaching
about moral rightness was

typically related to a worthy reception
of the sacraments. The world was
growing through exploration and com-
merce. Morality as a field of
study began to break away
from sacramental theology as
modern problems arose. One
classic case, now hundreds of
years old, asked whether a sick
person in Italy was obligated
to move to the better climate of
southern Spain in order to pro-
long her life. Some of us are
old enough to remember peo-
ple who wrestled with moving
to Arizona for the same rea-
sons. Is it wrong not to relo-
cate?

Gradually, moral reasoning
aimed toward choosing the
lesser of two evils, or toward neutrali-
ty — I don’t want to get involved, it’s
not my problem, and so forth. At this
crossroads it helps to re-read the
fourth chapter of Genesis where Cain
asks God, “Am I my brother’s keep-
er?”

Things got interesting when morals
no longer related to an ultimate con-
cern: heaven or hell. Some feel more
modern in holding that humans hold
no privileged status among all species.
One of the paradoxes of some
Catholics’ lives is that as educational
levels rose, references to holiness and
the Lord diminished.

It became enough for people to

want to be “not so bad,” nice or good.
These were never our baptismal voca-
tion. We are called to be holy, to live
on a path to holiness. 

In my role as teacher, I try to lead
people to generate their own questions

that will help them to discern a
correct solution, or a
respectable (not just reason-
able) direction. If we want to
aspire to moral lives as
Catholics, we must factor in
the holiness question: Am I
aware of choosing things that
give glory to God and that
honor the God-given dignity
of other human beings? The
call to holiness is perhaps the
single most important teaching
of the Second Vatican Council
which shaped the Catechism
long after the council ended.

We inevitably return to our
relation with the sacraments. Do my
moral opinions and actions reflect
what baptism says, and what Mass
participation implies? 

I can string together all sorts of doc-
trines and arguments, but do my
moral conclusions make sense with
my hand on the altar at my church?
Think about standing next to the main
altar at your parish (your pastor will
recommend not doing this during
Mass), and pledging your choices
about access to health care, immigra-
tion legislation, the protection of the
unborn, recreational marijuana, physi-
cian-assisted suicide, or public regula-
tions for firearms and ammunition.

Standing at the altar is more than a
sign that I am willing to make moral
and even sacrificial decisions. It is
about being open to grace. It is about
calling grace into the summation of
our situations and values before we
push the “equals” button for our
moral equations. It is about asking if
our opinions and conclusions reflect a
witness to the Gospels (as Pope Fran-
cis continually reminds), or if they are
pragmatic and passable as any deci-
sion that an unbeliever can make. It is
about testing whether we are a believ-
er in the Lord’s assistance to his disci-
ples. 

Some people’s moral beliefs seem to
make sense in their kitchen or at a tav-
ern, but will fail the test of Gospel wit-
ness. It is hard to imagine that a
Catholic could promote legalized
recreational marijuana with one hand
on the altar, and seriously propose that
Indiana needs increased access to
another intoxicant. If you dislike this
example, maybe texting-while-behind-
the-wheel-with-the-motor-running
would be a useful one.

I am not at all downgrading high-
level moral and ethical debate, nor
their help in untangling real problems.
All I am saying is that using the sacra-
ments to test our consciences is not
unsophisticated at all, if we remind
ourselves that a dialog with the sacra-
ments is a conversation with Christ the
teacher who cannot deceive us. There
is no need to settle for less than the
best.

Bishop 

Timothy L.

Doherty

The American Heart Asso-
ciation is kicking off this
year’s Little Hats, Big
Hearts campaign by col-
lecting knitted or crocheted
red baby hats. The hats
will be distributed to
babies born in hospitals
throughout Indiana during
February, American Heart
Month. Hats will be col-
lected from now through
Dec. 31. Volunteers are
encouraged to visit
www.heart.org/LittleHats
BigHearts for hat patterns
and more information
about the initiative. The
Little Hats, Big Hearts pro-
gram raises awareness of
heart disease, the No. 1
killer of Americans, and
congenital heart defects,
the most common type of
birth defect in the country.
The American Heart Asso-
ciation is looking for hats
in both newborn and pre-
emie sizes, made of yarn
that is red, cotton or
acrylic, medium to heavy
weight, and machine
washable and dryable.
Donations of yarn are also

gratefully accepted. Fin-
ished hats and donations
of yarn can be mailed to:
American Heart Associa-
tion, 6500 Technology Cen-
ter Dr., Suite 100, Indi-
anapolis, IN 46278. This is
the third year of Indiana’s
Little Hats, Big Hearts pro-
gram. Last year, the Ameri-
can Heart Association
delivered 3,000 baby hats
to more than 40 Indiana
hospitals. The Dallas-based
American Heart Associa-
tion is the nation’s oldest
and largest voluntary orga-
nization dedicated to fight-
ing heart disease and
stroke. To learn more or to
get involved, call 800-
AHA-USA1 or visit
heart.org.

The summer crew at St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish in
Zionsville made and installed a cryptogram on the side
of an old barn that sits on a tract of land recently
acquired by the church, just north of the current cam-
pus. The cryptogram is a replica of one created by
sculptor Josep Maria Subirachs that adorns the wall of
a famous church in Barcelona. To learn more about the
significance of the numbers, visit www.bit.ly/Magic
SquareAnswer. From left are Will Brewer, Teddy Lupins-
ki and Joe Lupinski. (Photo provided)

P E O P L E  &
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Youth group activity turns into a sweet fund-raiser
(Continued from Page 1)

so Father Don Davison,
CPPS, bought a book and
some equipment and intro-
duced beekeeping to the
youth of the parish where he
is the pastor, St. Augustine in
Rensselaer.

It was a good investment,
particularly the book. “‘Bee-
keeping for Dummies’ is our
bible,” he said. 

“Bee-Cause Honey”

Father Davison has been
interested in bees since he
was a student at Saint
Joseph’s College, also in
Rensselaer. There, Father
Charles Rueve, CPPS, kept
hives of bees on campus. 

Reading in recent years
about the alarming decline
of bee colonies in the United
States, Father Davison
thought he could blend bees
into life at the parish. The
parish paid for the equip-
ment, and Father Davison
bought the bees, all from
Appleblossom Honey Farm
in nearby Star City. 

Parish youth stepped for-
ward to help, and as a result,
St. Augustine’s beekeepers
harvested 19 pints of honey
in 2016, their first year.

That was a sweet surprise.
“Usually in the first year,
you don’t get any honey,”
Father Davison said. 

The St. Augustine honey,
called “Bee-Cause Honey,”
was sold for $10 a pint to
raise money for the youth
group. 

One of the hives sits
behind the garage at the
parish rectory, next door to
the church. In general,
they’re good neighbors. 

“The bees don’t bother
anybody; they’re too busy,”
Father Davison said. 

Youth help out

Helping out with the bees
are freshmen Eli Dobson and
Alex Nagel. 

Eli, who said he’s always
been interested in beekeep-
ing, volunteered right away;
this is his second year. 

Alex got involved earlier
this year along with his dad,
Duane. The Nagels keep
another of the parish’s hives
at their house just outside of
town. 

The new beekeepers
learned that the path to suc-
cess is not always smooth.
Last year’s hive of bees
broke from their warm win-

ter cluster too
soon. 

“We had
too many
false
springs,” Eli
said, and
when the
bees didn’t
reform the
cluster, they
froze to
death. 

This year,
the bees
swarmed due
to overcrowd-
ing; the
queen left,
along with
half the hive. 

Fortunate-
ly, the bees
who
remained cre-
ated a new
queen and
worked
together busi-
ly for the rest
of the sum-
mer.

The parish
beekeepers
feed their
bees a sweet
syrup when
necessary to
help the hive 
get established or to keep it
going later in the year when
blossoms fade, but mostly,
the boys said, the bees are on
their own.

“You do have to check up
on them every couple of
weeks to see how they’re
building up their honey-
comb,” Alex said. 

Beekeepers also hope to

see larvae and eggs when
they look in the hive, proof
that the queen is producing
young and that new bees are
on their way.

Tiny creatures, big impact

The boys have learned
other skills to support the
bees.

Last sum-
mer, Eli built
a top-bar 
beehive as a
4-H wood-
working pro-
ject. It earned
a blue ribbon
at the Jasper
County Fair. 

They’ve
also learned
to operate the
smoker,
which keeps
the bees
somewhat
sedated when
the beekeep-
ers suit up to
do their
chores
around the
hive. 

They
learned how
to harvest the
honey with
the help of an
extractor,
which uses
centrifugal
force to get
the honey to
flow from the
frames,
though they
dream of an
electric 

model; the hand-cranked
one they use now is OK, but
takes a lot of work.

But mostly, they’re learn-
ing about the bees them-
selves, how tiny winged
creatures can have such a big
impact on our world, on
what blooms and grows, and
what withers and dies from
lack of attention. 

They see how God’s intri-
cate design for creation
includes all living things in a
web, a continuum. They see
that no man is an island and
no bee is a loner: “It’s cool to
see them building up their
honeycomb, to see how God
and nature allows the bees to
do something really elabo-
rate and thrive,” Alex said.

And it’s fun to have a
hand in that, Eli added: “It’s
cool that you have some
amount of control over a
very large community of
bees, and that you’re helping
them live and thrive. It’s fun
to harvest the honey and see
how all that hard work pays
off.”

This year, St. Augustine’s
beekeepers harvested 21
pints of honey in late Sep-
tember, which were sold at
the parish’s Fall Frolic festi-
val. 

People who never tried
locally produced honey will
love the difference, the bee-
keepers said. 

“It’s unbelievable, the dif-
ference in natural honey as
opposed to what you buy
from the store,” said Duane
Nagel. 

The boys have prepared
their hives for winter, cover-
ing them with winter wraps
that help keep in the heat,
and installing mouse guards
over the openings to keep
out rodents and other preda-
tors. 

And now, they and the
bees all wait for spring.

“This has been a great
project for our parish youth
group. We’ve all learned a
lot from this,” Father Davi-
son said. “If there are other
parishes that might want to
try it with their youth, I’d
encourage them to go
ahead.”

This story is reprinted with
permission from C.PP.S.
Today, Fall 2017, a publication
of the Missionaries of the Pre-
cious Blood. 

Jean Giesige is director of
communications for the Mis-
sionaries of the Precious Blood,
Cincinnati Province.

St. Augustine’s beekeepers Alex Nagel, left, and Eli Dob-
son (Photos by Jean Giesige)

“It’s cool to see them

building up their 

honeycomb, to see how

God and nature allows

the bees to do something

really elaborate and

thrive.”
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St. Theodore Guerin High School / All-School Community Service Day

Hundreds of students, faculty and staff members participated in St.
Theodore Guerin High School’s seventh annual All-School Community
Service Day on Nov. 9. The volunteers served at approximately 30 sites
across nine communities, including nursing homes, therapeutic horse
farms, local parks, The O’Connor House, the Merciful Help Center, Our

Lady of Grace Preschool, Sts. Peter & Paul Soup Kitchen, the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor and more. Above left: Jonathan Eleftheri and Sam Dun-
lap work on a project at Journey Farm near Sheridan. Above right: Stu-
dents work on landscaping at Journey Farm. (Photos by Bob Nichols)

Above left: Lizzy DiBlasio
helps clean a goat house at
Reins of Grace therapeutic
horse farm near Sheridan.
Above center: Claire Ran-
court and Mackensie
Shears organize toys
donated for resale at the
St. Vincent de Paul Society
in Noblesville.
Above right: Emilee Ernster
bags leaves in a residential
section of Noblesville.
At left: Students work at
Teter Organic Farm in
Noblesville.
At right: Eryn McMullen,
guidance counselor Emily
McAulay and Hope Museck
paint some fencing at the
Reins of Grace farm.
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Is God 
calling you 

to religious life?

Young men and women 
considering religious life
may contact diocesan

vocations director 
Father David Hasser.

E-mail:
fr.dhasser@dol-in.org

Visit the Web site at:
www.dol-in.org/vocations

HA PPENING . . .  IN  THE DIOCESE OF LA FAYETTE-IN - INDIANA

Contributions to “Happening
... in the Diocese of Lafayette-
in-Indiana” are most welcome.
Send items in writing to: P.O.
Box 1603, Lafayette, IN 47902
or e-mail: moment@dol-in.org.
Please send information at
least two weeks before the
event to ensure timely notice.
The listing is free.

Consecration to Jesus
through Mary
KOKOMO — Father
Christopher Roberts will
teach a course on consecra-
tion to Jesus through Mary
at 12:15 p.m. each Sunday
through Dec. 10 in the base-
ment of St. Patrick Church,
1204 N. Armstrong St. All
are welcome to attend.

Grief support meeting
LAFAYETTE — The Cathe-
dral of St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception will
offer a grief support meeting
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 16, in the
Bishop Bennett Room. This
is a time to join others in
prayer and reflection as
loved ones are remembered.
Those attending are wel-
come, but not required, to
share their stories. Refresh-
ments will be served. Grief
support meetings also will
be held on Jan. 18 and Feb.
15. Each meeting stands
alone, so participants are
welcome to come as little or
as often as they would like. 

Right to Life 
Fund-raiser Gala
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to attend the
Tippecanoe County Right to
Life Fund-raiser Gala from 7
p.m. to 11:30 p.m. Saturday,

Nov. 18, at The Trails, 325
Burnett Road. The evening
will include dinner, speak-
ers, music and a silent auc-
tion. Guest speakers will
include Father Timothy
Combs, OP, and Kathy
Lehe. Cost is $50 per person
or $400 for a table of eight.
For more information, call
765-491-8030 or visit the
Web site at tippecanoe
countyrighttolife.com.

Holiday bazaar/Attica
ATTICA — The Ladies
Guild of St. Francis Xavier
Parish will host its holiday
bazaar from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. Saturday, Nov. 18. The
event will feature home-
made noodles, bake sale,

homemade pumpkin rolls,
baby quilts and more. The
church is located at 407 S.
Perry St. in Attica. All are
invited to attend.

Children’s flu shot clinic
WEST LAFAYETTE — Fran-
ciscan Physician Network
Pediatrics will be adminis-
tering flu shots to children
on Saturday, Nov. 18. The
clinic will be held from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the office at
915 Sagamore Parkway
West, West Lafayette. No
appointment is necessary;
walk-ins are welcome. Chil-
dren ages 6 months to 18
years old who are interested
in receiving a flu shot do
not have to be current
patients of Franciscan Physi-
cian Network. If you would
like to have insurance
billed, bring insurance infor-
mation for each child. For
those without insurance, the
cost is $25 per child. For
more information, call 765-
463-5252.

Cursillo Thanksgiving 
dinner and ultreya
LAFAYETTE — The
Lafayette Cursillo commu-
nity will host a Thanksgiv-
ing dinner and ultreya, a
gathering of the Cursillo
community, on Saturday
evening, Nov. 18, in the
upper level of the parish
hall at St. Lawrence Parish.
The dinner will begin at 6
p.m., followed by the
ultreya at 7 p.m. All Cursil-
listas, family and friends are
welcome to attend. Turkey,
ham, gravy, potatoes, dress-
ing and dinner rolls will be
provided. Those attending
are asked to bring a family-

sized covered dish or
dessert to share. For more
information, contact Jeff and
Marlene Jarboe at 765-567-
2216 or jmj357mmj@
gmail.com.

“Science, Faith and 
the Bible: The Catholic
Approach”
ZIONSVILLE — St. Alphon-
sus Liguori Parish will host
a presentation on “Science,
Faith and the Bible: The
Catholic Approach” at 6:30
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 19, in the
parish hall. Guest speaker
will be Dr. Christopher
Baglow from New Orleans.
The presentation will be
suitable for those in eighth
grade through adulthood. 

Schoenstatt holy hour
WEST LAFAYETTE — All
are invited to attend a
Schoenstatt holy hour with
Father Cassian Sama, OP, at
7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 21, at
St. Thomas Aquinas Church.
The evening will include
adoration, recitation of the
rosary, homily and Benedic-
tion.

Free Thanksgiving Day
meal
FISHERS — St. Louis de
Montfort Parish will host a
free Thanksgiving Day din-
ner from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 23, in Craig
Willy Hall on the parish
campus. The menu will
include turkey, mashed
potatoes, stuffing, vegeta-
bles, rolls and desserts. The
parish is located at 11441
Hague Road. For more
information, call 317-517-
4256. All are welcome to
attend.

Eucharistic adoration
DEMOTTE — All are invit-
ed to join in Eucharistic
adoration from 7 p.m. to 8
p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, at St.
Cecilia Church, 334 15th St.
SW. Refreshments and the
opportunity for conversa-
tion will follow. The
evening is sponsored by St.
Cecilia’s Young Adults.

Christmas bazaar/Fowler
FOWLER — Sacred Heart
School will hold its 36th
annual Christmas bazaar
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 2. The school is
located at 607 N. Washing-
ton in Fowler. The bazaar
will feature a bake sale, cof-
fee shop, craft vendors, raf-
fles and a Kids Corner
(where children can shop).
All are welcome to 
attend.

Legion of Mary
LAFAYETTE — All are
invited to join the Legion of
Mary for the celebration of
Mass at 9 a.m. on the first
Saturday of each month in
the chapel at Franciscan
Health Lafayette Central.
The Mass will be followed
by Legion of Mary prayers
and recitation of the rosary.
All are invited to also join
in a holy hour for America
at 7 p.m. on the first
Wednesday of each month
in the chapel. 

Kids’ Page on Page 16

Learn more about what’s happening 
in the Lafayette diocese at www.dol-in.org

Would you like your ad to be seen 
in nearly 30,000 homes?

It will be if you advertise in
The Catholic Moment !

Call (765) 269-4616 for more information 
or visit www.dol-in.org/catholic-moment

BUY, SELL, TRADE OR RENT WITH

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
FOR SALE

Four premium grave sites. Our
Lady of Peace Cemetery. $4,000
per pair. 317-850-4146.

For information about advertising
in The Catholic Moment, e-mail
lcullen@dol-in.org, call 765-
269-4616 or visit the Web site at
www.dol-in.org.

Mary Lyman, Directress/Owner
Montessori School of Westfield
800 E. Sycamore St.
Westfield, IN  46074
(317) 867-0158
Toddler to Grade 9

www.montessorischoolofwestfield.com
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Concert for Christmas
LOGANSPORT — All Saints
Parish will present “O Holy
Night: The Christmas Story
in Scripture and Song” at
3:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3.
The concert will include
Scripture readings, musical
performances and prayer.
The songs will include stan-
dards such as “What Child
Is This,” “Hark! The Herald
Angels Sing,” “I Wonder as
I Wander,” “Joy to the
World” and “O Holy
Night.” The program will be
based on the format of the
Festival of Nine Lessons
and Carols, a traditional
English service of Christmas
worship. Scriptural readings
will be given by Jeremy
Hall. Stephen Roger Kitts II
and Todd Miller will per-
form the musical selections,
accompanied by Michael
Bowen, Ned Boyd and Kim-
berly Rozzi Bowen. Prayers
will be led by Father
Dominic Petan. The presen-
tation is free and open to
the public. A reception will
follow.

40 Hours Devotion/Fishers
FISHERS — St. John Vian-
ney Parish will begin the
Advent season by offering
40 Hours Devotion. The
devotion will begin at 7
p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3, and
continue to 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 5. In addition to
Eucharistic adoration each
hour from Sunday evening
to Tuesday evening, vespers
(evening prayer), Benedic-
tion and a reflection will be
offered each day at 7 p.m.
The church is located at
15176 Blessed Mother Blvd.
(the intersection of South-
eastern Parkway and 126th
Street) in Fishers. All are

welcome to attend. For
more information, call the
parish office at 317-485-0150
or visit www.sjvfishers.com.

Parish mission and 40
Hours Devotion/Muncie
MUNCIE — St. Mary Parish
invites all to attend its annu-
al parish mission and 40
Hours Devotion from Sun-
day, Dec. 3, through Thurs-
day, Dec. 7. Mission presen-
tations will be offered at 7
p.m. each day by Father
Ricardo Pineda, CPM. The
opportunity for confessions
will be available at noon,
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and at
8 p.m. Eucharistic adoration
will take place all day. The
theme for this year’s mis-
sion will be “If You Knew
the Gift of God ...” (John
4:10). Topics will include:
“Power to Become Children
of God”; “The Church: That
They May Be One”; “Con-
fession: Unconditional Love
and Healing”; “The
Eucharist: Heaven on Earth”
and “Mary, Mother of God
and Our Mother.” For more
information, call the parish
office at 765-288-5308.

“Hail Mary for the sake of
your purity ...”
WEST LAFAYETTE —
Schoenstatt of Indiana will
welcome Sister Ann Astell,
professor of theology at
Notre Dame University, as a
guest speaker on Thursday
evening, Dec. 7. She will
speak about the depth of
Schoenstatt founder Father
Joseph Kentenich’s child-
hood prayer, “Hail Mary for
the sake of your purity ...”
All are invited to attend.
The evening will begin with
dinner at 6 p.m. at the MCL
Cafeteria (each attendee is

responsible for his own
meal), followed by Sister
Ann’s talk at 6:30 p.m.

Women’s Lenten retreat
FRANKFORT — The Altar
and Rosary Society of St.
Mary Parish will present a
women’s Lenten retreat on
Saturday, March 17. Fea-
tured speaker for the day
will be Judy Hehr, a nation-
ally known speaker and
radio show host and guest.
The day will begin with reg-
istration and hospitality at
8:45 a.m. and conclude with
Mass at 3 p.m. (not a vigil
Mass). The day also will
include presentations, the
opportunity for adoration
and confession, a catered
lunch and a selection of
vendors. (The vigil Mass
will be celebrated at the
parish at 6 p.m.) Registra-
tion is now under way.
Early bird price of $15 will
be offered until Dec. 31;
after Dec. 31, the regular
retreat price will be $25.
Registration deadline will
be March 11. To register, call
765-654-5796, visit the Web
site at stmarysfrankfort.org
or e-mail stmaryfrankfort@
gmail.com.

WorldWide Marriage
Encounter
Married couples in the
Lafayette diocese and Indi-
anapolis area are invited to
restore, renew and rekindle
their marriages through
Marriage Encounter Week-
ends and Sharing Circles.
Those wishing to make a
first-time (or another) week-
end may apply at
www.wwme.org. Upcoming
weekends to be held in Indi-
anapolis include April 27-
29, 2018. 

REST IN PEACE

Please pray for the repose of the souls of our departed
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of Lafayette-in-
Indiana.

Sue Dulin Smith, 73, died Aug. 25. Rose Anne
Willett, 85, died Oct. 7. Dr. Paul Ludwig, 91, died
Oct. 11. All were members of St. Bernard in Craw-
fordsville.

Jeanette M. Hubler, 96, died Nov. 7. She was a
member of All Saints in Logansport.

Tasha Maria Collins Boehning, 31, died Aug. 3.
James Walsh Jr., 78, died Oct. 30. Christopher
Scully, 72, died Nov. 2. All were members of
Blessed Sacrament in West Lafayette.

Nancy R. Schultz, 81, died Nov. 6. She was a
member of St. Boniface in Lafayette.

Judi Sumski, 69, died Nov. 12. She was a mem-
ber of St. Maria Goretti in Westfield.

Names of the deceased are provided at the request
of parishes in the diocese desiring to provide this
information.

Sister Romona Nowak, OP, (for-
merly known as Sister Jane Lucian
Nowak), 72, died Nov. 8 at the
Dominican Life Center in Adrian,
Mich. A native of Chicago, she was
in the 51st year of her religious pro-
fession in the Adrian Dominican
Congregation. Among her years of
ministry, Sister Romona served as a
pastoral associate at the Church of
the Blessed Sacrament in West
Lafayette from 2008-2009.

Faith fundamentals at
your fingertips

The online version of 
the Catechism of the
Catholic Church is easy
to search and read. Visit
the U.S. bishops’ Web
site: www.usccb.org.

Lending Based on Family Values ... Honesty, Sincerity, Integrity
Purchase, Refinance, Debt Consolidation Loans

Conventional, Reverse, FHA, VA, Rural Housing Home Loans

Local Catholic Company serving the Lafayette Diocese

(317) 255-0062 or (866) 690-4920
on-line 24-hours at www.grandviewlending.com

Our staff has
more than

60 years 
experience!

We’re Saving a Seat for You.
PLEASE JOIN US

ON SUNDAY!

Job Opening with the 
Lafayette Catholic School System

St. Mary Cathedral School is looking for a full-time kindergarten
teacher. This position will start January 2018. 

To apply, please visit www.lcss.org/about/workforlcss/

Get the daily Bible readings
sent to your e-mail 

every morning! 

Sign up at www.usccb.org/
bible/readings

Sister
Romona
Nowak
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to reflect with us on the call
to ‘make disciples of all
nations,’” he added.

Pope Francis introduced
the phrase in his apostolic
exhortation Evangelii Gaudi-
um, “The Joy of the Gospel,”
when he called upon every
Christian to no longer identi-
fy as a “disciple” or a “mis-
sionary,” but rather as a
“missionary disciple” for
Christ.

Evelyn Burton, associate
director of adult and lay for-
mation for the diocese, said
the conference expanded its
outreach this year to include
liturgists and Hispanic com-
munities.  

“Our catechists are the
individuals who pass on the
faith and lead others to fol-
low our Holy Father’s direc-
tion to become missionary
disciples,” Burton said.

“It is important that we, in
the diocesan office, provide
our parish leaders with both
information and formation
in the ways of developing
their own ministries of
authentic discipleship,” she
added.  

The McGrath Institute for
Church Life at the Universi-
ty of Notre Dame partnered
with the diocese this year to
present the conference. 

Jessica Keating, the direc-
tor of the Office of Human
Dignity and Life Initiatives
in the Institute for Church
Life, offered the keynote
address, “Meeting Jesus in
the Scriptures,” which called
attendees to encounter the
person of Jesus Christ. 

Keating explained that
engaging in new practices of
prayer helps catechists culti-
vate a sense of wonder and
renew their imaginations,
which ultimately improves

their work as missionary dis-
ciples.

“To encounter Jesus in the
Scripture is to fall in love
with him. Pope Francis
reminds us that this
encounter of love is at the
heart of missionary disciple-
ship,” Keating said. 

Keating encouraged the
catechists to “plumb the
depths of the Scripture.” She
made the analogy of learn-
ing to bake with an “Easy-
Bake Oven” as a young
child, which is a fine
achievement for a beginner,
but hardly sufficient for a
lifetime of cooking.

“The ‘Easy-Bake Oven’
didn’t require any knowl-
edge of baking. The recipes

are simple, but the results
are uneven. It doesn’t matter
if you get a half-baked cake
— it is the essence of the
‘Easy-Bake Oven.’” 

Keating speculated that
some catechists in the
Church have “easy-baked”
the Bible, rather than delving
deeper, in search of a more
profound connection to
Christ and his teachings. 

“We can find ourselves in
this world of speed, with
everything going so fast,
reading the Scripture like we
are operating an ‘Easy-Bake
Oven.’

“Mix together some Scrip-
ture passage, add some his-
torical facts, sprinkle in a
dash of feeling, and then we
get some half-baked answer
to who Jesus is in our lives
and what it means to
encounter Jesus in our
lives.”

James Beckwith, an RCIA
team member at St. Joan of
Arc Parish in Kokomo, was
one of five recipients recog-
nized that day with the Basic
Catechist Certificate. 

He said the most com-
pelling thing he learned at
the conference was what his
role as a missionary disciple
is ... and what it is not.

“As missionary disciples,
we are called to help a per-
son make space for God —
we are not called to try to fill
that space — the lectio divina

was an example of this,”
Beckwith said.  

“Attending classes and
answering questions in
workbooks alone will not
make a disciple. Each of us is
called to discipleship, to con-
tinue to train, to learn, to
grow, and at the same time
we are still soldiers in God’s
army, each called with our
work to do,” he added.  

Additional speakers
addressed various topics
related to Scripture and cate-
chetical preparation, biblical
art, and the discipleship of
Mark. Various facilitators led
sessions in adult faith forma-
tion, Hispanic ministry, litur-
gy, religious education and
youth ministry. A replica of
“The Saint John’s Bible” was
on display, on loan from
Notre Dame, as part of the
biblical art presentation. The
visually stunning Bible is 2
feet tall by 3 feet wide when
open and made of vellum
with 160 illuminations. 

Burton said that after the
conference, the planners
agreed that broadening the
scope of the event made for a
richer experience.  

“It is our hope that this
conference will ultimately
benefit the parishes of our
catechists, as they return
home with knowledge, skills
and ideas, so they can better
serve their parishioners,”
she said. 

The planning process for
the next Missionary Disci-
pleship Conference has
already begun for 2018, with
a continued partnership
with the McGrath Institute.  

One catechist’s unusual
journey to become 

a Catholic

Just two years ago, he was
neither a Catholic nor a cate-
chist. 

James Beckwith, a parish-
ioner at St. Joan of Arc in
Kokomo, said that for 30
years, he was content to sit
in the back of the church
with his family and remain
disengaged. 

“Oftentimes, it was my
interactions with or observa-
tions of people that identi-
fied as Catholic that drove
me away from Catholicism,”
Beckwith said.

Beckwith said his unlikely
journey to become a Catholic
and a catechist is something
he could never have imag-
ined just a few years ago.

“I would have never
believed that I would be
where I am on my faith jour-
ney, at this point in my life. I
was raised in a small Protes-
tant church in the Midwest,
which turned out for me to
be a good foundation to
build on.”

He described the series of
events that culminated in his
ultimate conversion to the
Catholic faith.

“I was reading a book
‘Thoughts for the Journey
Home’ by Marcus Grodi. I
could relate to his collection
of short essays about the
claims of the Catholic
Church,” Beckwith said.

“One night, something
happened to me and I woke
up and opened the Catechism
to read paragraph 27: ‘The
desire for God is written in
the human heart, because
man is created by God and
for God; and God never
ceases to draw man to him-
self’ and it resonated with
me. 

“I was surprised to find
that the Catechism wasn’t a
book of rules and regula-
tions, but it seemed to be
more of an ‘owner’s manual’
of sorts. I read about the first
100 paragraphs, and I real-
ized that I already agreed
with virtually all of the para-
graphs.  

“Then, I wondered about
how this could read so 

(Continued on Page 9)

Conference puts focus on call to be ‘missionary disciples’

Nearly 200 teachers of the Catholic faith in the Lafayette diocese gathered for their own
spiritual growth and development at the Missionary Discipleship Conference at St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton Parish in Carmel on Nov. 4. Activities included nationally recognized
speakers and breakout sessions, exploring how Scripture calls catechists to encounter
Christ through missionary discipleship. An awards ceremony for catechists followed the
morning Mass celebrated by Bishop Timothy L. Doherty. (Photos by Jesica E. Hollinger)

A replica of “The Saint John’s Bible,” on loan from Notre
Dame, was on display at the conference.
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differently from my experi-
ences in interacting with
people who identified as
Catholic. 

“I walked into RCIA a few
years ago not knowing what
to expect, with what seemed
like a lifetime of questions.  

“My thought was that
maybe a couple of my ques-
tions could be answered.
Although after all of these
years, I wondered if answers
to my questions were really
that important anymore.”  

Beckwith said that he
never intended to become a
Catholic, because he thought
it would be a betrayal to his
past and his family and
friends. He thought just
gaining some answers to
some lingering questions
would suffice in his RCIA
sessions. 

“What I found was a
warm, welcoming group of
people, a relatively diverse
group of personalities work-
ing together. It reminded me
of some of the large family
holiday gatherings I have
experienced — where people
accepted each other for who
they are, where they are, and
cared,” he said.  

“Slowly, I found answers
to many of my questions.
But, more than that, I was

slowly changed. I was
changed not by the answers
to the questions, but perhaps
by the way in which the
questions were answered.”  

Beckwith said he credits
his RCIA team and is grate-
ful for how its members wel-
comed him with open arms.

“I gained a better under-
standing of the more recent
history of the Church and

how previous generations
were catechized. Now, I am
more sympathetic and
understanding,” he said.

Beckwith said his award
at the conference is just the
beginning of his continuing
education as a catechist.

“I see this as a stepping
stone. For me, this shows
continuing education after
my attendance at RCIA. My

goal was never focused on
an award, but continued
growth,” he said.  

Certificates/awards

Master Certificate Award 
(Recipients must complete

basic, specialized and advanced
certificates, along with 15 addi-
tional workshops and six theol-
ogy and spirituality classes.) 

Tammy Metzinger, St.
Joseph, Delphi

Basic Certificate Award
(Recipients must complete

15 basic FIRE classes in the
areas of spiritual, human, pas-
toral and theological forma-
tion.) 

James Beckwith, St. Joan
of Arc, Kokomo

Amy Darland, St. Charles
Borromeo, Peru

Carla Erickson, St. Maria
Goretti, Westfield

Edward Heiderbrecht, St.
Patrick, Kokomo

Susan Maue, St. Maria
Goretti, Westfield

St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
Parish Recognition

(Given in recognition of
parishes that embraced the cate-
chist formation program and
held six FIRE classes through-
out the year, participated in the
fall and spring catechetical
leaders meetings, and returned
reports by the requested dead-
lines.)

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel,
Carmel

St. Joan of Arc, Kokomo
St. Patrick, Kokomo
St. Charles Borromeo,

Peru
St. Maria Goretti, West-

field

Attendees urged to encounter Jesus in the Scriptures

Bishop Timothy L. Doherty presents certificates and awards during the Missionary Dis-
cipleship Conference. (Photo by Jesica E. Hollinger)

The steeple of St. John the Baptist Church in Tipton was removed Nov.
7 before demolition of the 126-year-old church was scheduled to begin. In
2014, the building was found to be unsafe after structural problems were
discovered beneath the roof. The parish is raising funds to build a new

church on the same site and plans to use many items from the old
church — including the steeple — as part of its new home. (Photos by
Bob Nichols)
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Catholic Campaign for Human Development

Annual CCHD collection to be taken up Nov. 18-19
The national collection for

the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development
(CCHD) will take place in
most parishes the weekend
before Thanksgiving, Nov.
18-19.

The theme of this year’s
collection is “CCHD: Work-
ing on the Margins.”

C CHD is the domestic
anti-poverty pro-
gram founded by the

U.S. Catholic bishops in
1969, working to carry out
the mission of Jesus Christ
“... to bring good news to the
poor ... release to captives ...
sight to the blind, and let the
oppressed go free” (Luke
4:18).

For more than 46 million
Americans, there is a thin
line between eviction and
home, between hunger and
health, between unemploy-
ment and work, between
anxiety and stability. 

That line is the poverty
line. For a family of four, that
line is $24,600 a year (the
federal government’s official
poverty threshold).

The number of those liv-
ing in “Poverty USA” is the
same as the populations of
Texas, New Mexico, Okla-
homa, Kansas, Colorado,
Arizona, Utah, Wyoming,
Nevada and Nebraska com-
bined.

Many of those living
below the poverty line are
considered “working poor,”
which means that they work
but do not make enough
money to cover essentials
like housing, health care,
child care and food.

The belief that those who
are directly affected by
unjust systems and struc-
tures have the best insight
into knowing how to change
them is central to CCHD.

The campaign works to
break the cycle of poverty by
helping low-income people
participate in decisions that
affect their lives, families
and communities. CCHD
offers a hand up, not a hand
out.

For more than 45 years,
CCHD has funded thou-
sands of projects that
empower the poor to come
together and solve commu-
nity projects, addressing
issues including quality edu-
cation, affordable housing,
economic development, safe
streets and more. 

For example, El Pájaro

Community Development
Corporation  (CDC) is
empowering Latino and
Spanish-speaking entrepre-
neurs like Marleny.

Marleny came to the Unit-
ed States from El Salvador,
escaping violence and an
unsafe situation. She had a
dream to start a pupuseria
restaurant and to serve tradi-
tional Salvadoran food and
support her family.

She entered the Business
Education and Loan Pro-
gram at El Pájaro CDC and
in October 2014 opened
Pupuseria Marleny’s. With
the support and education
she received, her business
has been so successful that
she already has opened a
second restaurant. 

The restaurants have
allowed Marleny to provide
employment to five new
workers and help revitalize

her community.
The Catholic Campaign

for Human Development
has a complementary mis-
sion of educating on poverty
and its causes. 

Visitors to the Web site at
www.povertyusa.org can
learn about those in need
through an interactive
poverty map, facts about
poverty and a look at the
everyday lives of five people
living in “Poverty USA,” as
well as Catholic teachings
about poverty.

This strategy of education
for justice and helping peo-
ple who are poor speak and
act for themselves reflects
the mandate of the Scrip-
tures and the principles of
Catholic social teaching.

CCHD helps the Church
in the United States practice
what it preaches about
human life and dignity,

social and economic justice,
solidarity and the common
good in local communities
across the country.

The campaign is a nation-
wide effort, with donations
from and projects in Catholic
dioceses throughout the
nation.

CCHD is the nation’s
largest private funder of self-
help groups for the poor. It
has distributed more than
$400 million in grants to
more than 9,000 community
groups across the United
States.

CCHD is made possible
by the generous support of
Catholics across the country,
especially through the annu-
al parish collection. 

In addition, 25 percent of
funds collected in the annual
appeal remain in each dio-
cese to support local anti-
poverty projects.

These days, it is not hard
to imagine having to choose
between rent or health care,
food or transportation,
household bills or clothing
for children.

For many, these decisions
stem from a recent layoff, a
pay freeze, a retirement fund
decrease.

For the millions of Ameri-
cans who live below the
poverty line, the choices are
only getting worse.

In parishes across the
country, the CCHD collec-
tion offers an opportunity to
help make a difference and
end the cycle of poverty.

Information provided by the
U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops. To learn more about
the collection for the Catholic
Campaign for Human Develop-
ment, visit www.usccb.org/
cchd/collection.

CCHD:
You can make 
a difference

Donate:
Your generous support, in
the parish collection and
throughout the year, is
vital to CCHD’s anti-
poverty mission and cre-
ates real change.

Learn:
CCHD offers awareness
programs to learn more
about poverty, those
affected by it, and our
responsibilities as mem-
bers of the Church. Visit
www.povertyusa.org.

Pray: 
Pray for those who give
and receive CCHD sup-
port, in thanksgiving for
generous donors, and to
ask support for those who
are struggling.

The Catholic Campaign
for Human Development
is one of the most widely
supported collections and
initiatives of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bish-
ops, raising more than
$10 million each year.

Thank you for your
generosity!
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